Present:

50

Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 6™ July 2026 at 7pm

ClIr Melanie Duncan — Chair

Cllr Harry White

Cllr Colin Jamieson

Cllr Paul Flowers

Mr Adam Knaggs — Managing Director, SDC
Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO

Ward CllIr Peter Geary

1 resident

Welcome — Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from ClIr Angela Laval, Cllr Guy Palmer,
CllIr Joe Walker, Ward Councillors Keith McLean and David Tyler and PCSO Jo Clarke.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17 and
item 4.424.

1.1

1.2

1.3

2.1

To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 8" June 2026.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8" June 2026 were signed by the Chair.

Public questions — The member of public present at the meeting stated they did not wish to
raise any questions.

Risk - Martyn’s Law — Noted that Martyn’s Law would come into effect in February 2027
but unsure of the implications for the parish council until further advice was forthcoming.

Playing fields memorial events risk assessment — a further amendment was discussed.
Action: KG

TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION

Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward Cllr Geary gave the following report: Lavendon
planning application — noted that a planning application for 140 houses on the edge of
Lavendon had been refused by MKCC, which was encouraging as it showed that MKCC were
taking existing policies into account. Raft race — noted that there were no problems. Yellow
lines — Ward ClIr David Tyler had raised the issue of the yellow lines in Olney Road with
MKCC and received the response that highways were going to do these during the
upcoming drainage works.
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23

24

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.1.17

2.1.85

2.1.88

2.1.95

2.1.96

3.6.15

3.6.30

3.6.68
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Update from Thames Valley Police — Crime states for Emberton provided by PCSO Jo Clarke
for the period 8/6/26 to 1/7/26 were as follows: Assault with injury (historic disclosure) x 1.
Other incidents not crime related were 1) road related incident — broken down vehicle
abandoned in live lane and 2) suspicious person — male acting suspiciously in Emberton Park.

North East Rural Community Forum (meeting held 17/6/26) — The clerk reported that after
four years, Astwood & Hardmead were no longer continuing with Speed Watch due to a lack
of support from TVP administering the warning letters to offenders. Cllr Duncan stated that
this needed raising with TVP.

PLUG (meeting held 18/6/26) — The minutes had been circulated and were noted. The noise
from the Lithuanian Festival could be heard quite loudly in Westpits but music stopped at
10.30pm. PLUG would be meeting less often (yearly). Cllr White commented that the park
tended to operate without advising the parish council of any changes but noted that overall, the
management of the park had improved over the past few years.

Parishes Forum (meeting held 18/6/26) — Apologies were sent from Cllr Duncan and noted
that the minutes were not yet available.

Dates for diaries — It was agreed to hold the August meeting only if there were any
consultations or planning applications to discuss.

Clerk’s report

Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Potholes, Petsoe End — Nothing heard from Murray Woodburn. The clerk

reported the issues again to MKCC on the 23™ May, detailing the issues from surface water

drains.

Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way — The clerk emailed National Grid on
the 20" April to ascertain when the contractor would return to complete pointing works.

Milestone — Nothing to report.

Dropped kerbs — The clerk spoke to a mobility scooter user who advised that a dropped
kerb opposite The Forge would be helpful. The clerk to contact MKCC. Action: KG

Rat running and restricted access — It was noted that the Speed Watch equipment on loan
from TVP would have to be returned as Emberton were not using it due to a lack of
volunteers. The group would still have the use of Sentinel.

Allotments — Transfer — Brent Hill was arranging to register the transfer of the allotments at
the Land Registry. The Clerk to contact Brent Hill regarding first registration of the playing
field with the Land Registry. Action: KG

Grass cutting — Nothing to report.

Well at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.
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Drain cover Olney Road (junction with Hulton Drive) — Nothing heard from

Murray Woodburn. The clerked emailed Highways Escalations on 23/5/26 to request an
update. Repair to the pothole surrounding the drain cover has taken place. Highways
maintenance register for 2026/2027 shows jetting for Emberton.

Road bridge over Barrells Brook, between Threeways and the Chestnuts, Newton
Road, Emberton — The clerk sent a follow up email to MKCC on 23/5/26.

Confirmation received on the 2™ June advising that this had been passed to Highways. It
was agreed that the clerk should look at signage. Action: KG

Crest for EPC — The draft crest was discussed and agreed to add Emberton Parish Council
wording. Action: KG

Loose kerb stone — Repair has now been undertaken and it was agreed to remove this item
from the agenda.

Loose fence post A509 — Noted that the fence panel had been replaced but unsure whether
the loose fence post had been replaced.

Shrubbery overhanging footpath (1 High Street) — This has now been cut back thanks to a
resident and it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

Overgrown public right of way across pump field — The clerk reported the overgrown
public right of way across the pump field to behind the properties in Home Farm Court. This
has now been cut back and it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

Parking on bends — The clerk submitted an article to the Well & Towers asking residents to
be mindful of parking on bends.

Trees overhanging parking bays in Westpits — The clerk reported the overhanging trees in
the parking bays of Westpits to MKCC on 9™ June under reference MKCC845565360.
MKCC have advised that the trees will be cut back during the winter pruning schedule.

Faded double yellow lines (Olney Road) — Initially reported in 2023 and EPC advised by
MKCC that they did not meet the criteria for repair. The clerked reported again on 9" June
under reference FS845950799. MKCC advised on 10" June that this request had been
passed to parking.

Trees overhanging rear of the Pavilion — The clerk reported trees overhanging the rear of
the Pavilion to MKCC on 9" June under reference MKCC845577278. MKCC advised they
would be cut back within one month. The clerk advised MKCC that permission needed to be
sought for access.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS

Emberton School (School House Fund) — In his absence, Cllr Walker had advised that the
trustees were very keen to promote this fund and applications had been received. Cllr
Walker was waiting on more feedback from the trustees. Noted that the trustees were having
issues accessing the fund.
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Sports & Recreation Committee — nothing to report. Cllr Duncan asked the clerk to make
contact with the organisers of the fete to obtain a risk assessment. Action: KG.

Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk — The clerk
to follow this up. Action: KG

Climate change — Nothing to report.
New City Plan — This was now with the Examiner.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan — Cllr Duncan to follow up with residents.
Action: MD

New Towns Taskforce — Nothing to report.

River Ouse — water quality — Cllr Flowers stated that he would arrange to meet Mark
Butterfield at Emberton Park to discuss this. Thought needed to be given as to how the
information on water quality should be fed back to residents. Cllr White asked if the water
was tested for the raft race at the weekend? Cllr Duncan responded that according to the
Phonebox the tests on e-coli in the river had been recorded as nil but that the test must be faulty
as some level of e-coli will always be present in river water. Noted that there had recently
been an incident where someone was hospitalised with a collapsed lung as a consequence of
swimming in the river. Agreed to put an article in the Well & Towers regarding water quality
and asking residents to notify the parish council if anyone in their household had become
unwell after swimming in the river. Action: PF/KG

20mph speed limit in Emberton — A discussion took place regarding a 20mph speed limit in
Emberton to cover the west side of the A509. It was agreed that some initial homework needed
to be done to ascertain whether Redrose travel would support it and whether residents would
too. The clerk to put together a draft for Emberton Echo to include a poll. Action: KG

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — The clerk reported that ESSC had made an
application through the MK Community Foundation for solar panels at the pavilion.

Acorn Nurseries — correspondence with MKCC re: hedgerows and trees. The clerk wrote to
MKCC’s tree officer to request a TPO be put in place for the trees that were highlighted in
the previous planning application. No response has been received. The clerk further
reported that several emails had been sent and a voice message left on a mobile phone.

SDC community orchard at Prospect Place — Mr Knaggs explained that a leaflet drop took
place for local residents before any work had started. SDC wanted to reassure everyone that
there were no plans for development of buildings on the land, which had been purchased to
act as a carbon offset. Mr Knaggs commented that SDC could not develop on the land even
if they wanted to as the sellers had imposed a restrictive covenant on the land. The plans
were for a community orchard on which the company could host events for the staff, 2 or 3
times per year with a view to the locals also using it to walk their dogs. Marston Vale has
donated the planting and unfortunately a sycamore had been vandalised and would need to be
re-planted. Some work had taken place on the gate but it would be painted to blend it into

53

Chairman’s signature Date



4.421

4.422

4.423

4.424

4.425

5.1

5.2

53

7.1

54

the surrounding area. There was an area of hardstanding so that mud would not be dragged
on to the road and the verge would be re-seeded. ClIr Duncan asked if SDC would be able to
share the access details with residents; this was agreed.

PLIN/2026/0879 — Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed siting of a mobile home at 36
Paddock House — Gravel Walk — permitted

PLN/2026/1074 — Reduction of overhanging branches by approx. 2m on T1 Ash tree at 31
Olney Road - approved

PLN/2026/1076 — Felling of T1 Silver Birch at The Old Rectory, Olney Road — approved

PLIN/2026/1124 — Replacement of partial thatch roof with tiles at Dove Cottage, Petsoe End.
Following a discussion, it was agreed to take a vote on this application. Noted 1 vote for, 2
votes against. The Chair did not take part in the vote, due to the interest declared. It was
agreed to object to the application but state that the parish council would be in agreement with
the recommendations made by MKCC'’s conservation officer.

PLN/2026/1373 — Listed building consent for the proposed widening of the existing opening
between the kitchen and informal dining spaces, including the partial demolition of an existing
wall and bulkhead at 19 High Street — no objections but noted that the parish council would be
in agreement with the recommendations made by MKCC'’s conservation officer.

ACCOUNTS

To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 6™ July 2026 and approve payments. It was
proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Jamieson that the payments for EPC be
approved. Cllr White to approve the payments online. Action: HW.

To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 6™ July 2026 and
approve payments. It was proposed by Cllr White and seconded by ClIr Jamieson that the
payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved. Cllr White to approve the
payments online. Action: HW.

To agree payments for August — It was agreed by Cllr Duncan and seconded by ClIr
Flowers that in the absence of a meeting in August, any payments which required approving
in August should be paid in line with the budget.

Approval of Information and Data Protection Policy - It was proposed by Clir

Flowers and seconded by Cllr Jamieson that the updated policy be approved. The updates

related to a new email address and phone number for the clerk.

Approval of Internet Banking Policy - It was proposed by Clir Flowers and seconded by
ClIr Jamieson that this be approved.

CORRESPONDENCE - nothing to report.
PARISH RELATED MATTERS

Village publicity — SDC, Water quality of Ouse, 20mph speed limit, sounding horns at
junctions
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Cllrs’ concerns — Cllr White reported that the grit bin at Stone Court had been hit by one of
the mowers from MKCC and had been pushed into the boundary wall of number 10 Stone
Court causing damage to the stone work. The clerk to notify MKCC of the damage to the grit
bin and the wall and request that when the bin was replaced that it was re-sited to the grass
verge of the parking bay in Westpits. Action: KG

Cllr Duncan stated that she had received a complaint from a resident regarding a vehicle driven
by a Petsoe Manor resident that regularly sounded their horn at the junction instead of slowing

down, creating a noise nuisance. Agreed to put an article in the Well & Towers. Action: KG

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council meeting on Monday 7" September 2026 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.09pm
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