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Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 8 June 2026 at 7pm

CllIr Melanie Duncan — Chair
Cllr Harry White

Cllr Colin Jamieson

ClIr Paul Flowers

ClIr Angela Laval

ClIr Guy Palmer

Cllr Joe Walker

Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO

Ward CllIr Peter Geary
Ward Cllr David Tyler

PCSO Arlene Ormston
PCSO Connor Braddish

Welcome — Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Ward Councillor Keith McLean and
PCSO Jo Clarke.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17.

1.1

1.2

1.3

To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 11" May 2026.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 11" May 2026 were signed by the Chair.

Public questions — There were no members of the public present.

Risk - Martyn’s Law — Noted that Martyn’s Law would come into effect in February 2027
but unsure of the implications for the parish council until further advice was forthcoming.

Solar panels on Pavilion — Noted that one of the panels previously damaged by a cricket ball,
had been further damaged by a marquee taking flight in strong winds. Noted that ESSC had
sought advice from M J Renewables and advised that the panels were no longer made and
would therefore not be replaced. It was agreed that the erection of the marquee on the
playing field should be governed by a risk assessment. The clerk to provide a marquee
risk assessment for Councillor Flowers to take back to the ESSC. Action: KG/PF. Clir
Laval stated that the marquee had been purchased in 2021 by ESSC to replace a previously
used one and it was to be used as a village marquee and would now need to be replaced.

TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION
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2.1

2.2

23

24

2.5

2.1.17

2.1.85

2.1.88

2.1.95

2.1.96

3.6.15
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Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward ClIr Geary gave the following report: New Town — the
consultation had closed but there was a motion on the 17" June to ask Cabinet to withdraw
their support for MK North. The previous Council had advised they were in support of the
proposal. Noted that there was a petition on Facebook. The clerk to share on Emberton Echo.
Action: KG. The clerk made reference to the TRO changing the double yellow lines on
Emberton High Street and lack of response from  MKCC. The clerk to forward this to Clir
Tyler. Action: KG. Cllr Duncan asked with regard to the new developments in MK, whether
there was any provision for community emergency shelters, given the new houses would be
only 50 miles from London and Switzerland apparently has a shelter for every inhabitant. Cllr
Geary responded that as far as he was aware MKCC did not have a plan to construct these
types of shelters, and the focus was more on climate change type emergencies.

Update from Thames Valley Police — Crime states for Emberton provided by PCSO Arlene
Ormston for the period 7/5/26 to 8/6/26 were as follows: Criminal damage (to tree) x 1, Theft
from vehicle (horse box broken in to) x 1. Other incidents not crime related were road
related incident — driving without due care.

ESSC (meeting held 19/5/26) — Cllr Flowers was unable to attend the ESSC meeting but
reported that a grant for solar panels was being sought from the Wind Farm Community
Benefit Fund which was now administered by the MK Community Foundation. The clerk
reported that the process was quite lengthy but up to £5,000 could be applied for with the
criteria being a little more diverse. The electrics were being updated, particularly those in the
referee’s changing room which were still fuse wire. Air conditioning had been discussed and
agreed not to look at this for the time being. Both first aid kits were going to be replaced. The
treasurer would be standing down at the AGM next March.

Dates for diaries — Cllr Duncan stated that she was unsure whether she would be able to attend
the Parishes Forum. The clerk to circulate the agenda to see whether there was anything
important. Action: KG.

Clerk’s report

Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Potholes, Petsoe End — Nothing heard from Murray Woodburn. The clerk

reported the issues again to MKCC on the 23™ May, detailing the issues from surface water

drains.

Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way — The clerk emailed National Grid on
the 20™ April to ascertain when the contractor would return to complete pointing works.

Milestone — Nothing to report.

Dropped kerbs — This issue was raised by a resident using a mobility scooter and the lack of
dropped kerbs in Emberton. The matter was raised in the March edition of the Well &
Towers asking for feedback from residents but none had been forthcoming. ClIr Laval to

look further at this and provide Ward Cllr McLean with the details. Action: AL

Rat running and restricted access — Nothing to report.
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Allotments — Transfer — Brent Hill was arranging to register the transfer of the allotments at
the Land Registry. The Clerk to contact Brent Hill regarding first registration of the playing
field with the Land Registry. Action: KG

Grass cutting — Nothing to report.
Well at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Drain cover Olney Road (junction with Hulton Drive) — Nothing heard from

Murray Woodburn. The clerked emailed Highways Escalations on 23/5/26 to request an
update. This has now been repaired. It was noted that following the recent pothole repairs,
Ringways had only re-painted a small section of the yellow lines whilst the rest of the yellow
lines were very faded. The clerk to report this. Action: KG

Road bridge over Barrells Brook, between Threeways and the Chestnuts, Newton
Road, Emberton — The clerk sent a follow up email to MKCC on 23/5/26.
Confirmation received on the 2™ June advising that this had been passed to Highways.

Crest for EPC — Action with the clerk.

(May 2026) — Loose kerb stone — The clerk reported the loose kerbstone opposite the Bell &
Bear on the 21 May. Repair has now been undertaken.

(May 2026) — Loose fence post A509 — The clerk reported the loose fence post opposite 2
Newport Road to MKCC on the 21/5/26.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS

Emberton School (School House Fund) — Noted that this had been advertised on Facebook
thanks to Cllr Laval and Gareth Roberts. The next step was to ask what applications had
been received. Noted that one application had been refused for funding for sailing but one
permitted with helping fund a D of E programme. Cllr Laval stated that there was a project
forthcoming for All Saints” Church which might qualify for funding for the children from the
School House Fund. Suggested that the advert was placed in the Well &

Towers. Cllr Walker to contact the trustees. Action: JW

Sports & Recreation Committee — Cllr Palmer reported that the meeting scheduled for the
end of the month was postponed. ClIr Palmer gave an update as follows:

Football - Emberton United Fc will continue on Saturday afternoons this season and MK
Royals will continue on Sunday mornings this season. Olney Veterans will be joining us
on Sunday mornings and pitch sharing with MK Royals who are in the same league.

We are waiting to hear from Olney as to which youth teams wish to play.

Cricket — Invoices were now issued monthly in arrears, helping with cash flow.

MK Air have now put measures in place (by way of a checklist) so that two people are
responsible for opening and closing. As per their contract, MK Air have been advised that
they have a warning and any other breach of contract will result in cancellation of the
contract.
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Grant for spiker - We should hear in the next week that we have a grant for
the spiker and will be able to purchase once we have been advised.

Maintenance - The car park pot holes and have been filled. The drain cover on the field
along the hedge by properties needs looking at and someone has been asked to do this.

Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk — Reported
on under item 2.1.

Climate change — Nothing to report.
New City Plan — This was now with the Examiner.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan — Clir Duncan suggested setting up a site
meeting with Owen Grove from MKCC to look at “leaky dams” for Petsoe End. The clerk
contacted Owen Grove who has suggested initially to have a team’s meeting.

New Towns Taskforce — Reported on under 2.1.

River Ouse — water quality — Clir Flowers stated that he needed to make contact with Olney

Town’s clerk, Jane Brushwood, to get some new data for insertion in the Well & Towers to
raise awareness. Action: PF. Cllr Duncan queried whether there was a policy in the NPPF
that an objection could not be made to new development on the basis of increased river
pollution, as planning decisions have to assume that anti-pollution regimes will operate
effectively.

20mph speed limit in Emberton — The clerk to ascertain if there was a certain percentage of
the number of residents in favour of the scheme in order for it to proceed. Action: KG. Agreed
that a 20mph should only cover the west side of the A509 for Emberton. Cllr Laval to obtain
more information and undertake a poll on Emberton Echo. Action: AL. Clir Duncan
commented that the parish council should also check with Red Rose, the no 21 bus company,
that they have no objection to reducing the speed limit to 20mph, so this could not be used by
them as an argument to stop bringing the bus through Emberton village.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — Reported on under item 2.3.

Acorn Nurseries — correspondence with MKCC re: hedgerows and trees. The clerk wrote to
MKCC’s tree officer to request a TPO be put in place for the trees that were highlighted in
the previous planning application. No response has been received.

SDC community orchard at Prospect Place — noted that Adam Knaggs from SDC would
be attending the next meeting to discuss concerns shown by residents. Noted that
enforcement had advised that the hardstanding formed permitted development and the
obstruction on the public right of way had been passed to rights of way. Noted that one of
the newly planted trees had been damaged. Agreed to monitor the use of the hardstanding.

PLN/2026/085 — Prior notification for demolition of x 1 disused stable building at 36 Gravel
Walk — prior notice not required.
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PLN/2026/0817 — Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed re-roofing and associated works
to the listed building at The Bell and Bear, 12 High Street — refused

PLN/2026/0879 — Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed siting of a mobile home at 36
Paddock House — Gravel Walk — pending

PLN/2026/1074 — Reduction of overhanging branches by approx. 2m on T1 Ash tree at 31
Olney Road. The clerk to respond that the parish council would be in agreement with the
recommendations made by MKCC’s tree officer. Action: KG

PLN/2026/1076 — Felling of T1 Silver Birch at The Old Rectory, Olney Road. The clerk to
respond that the parish council would be in agreement with the recommendations made by
MKCC’s tree officer. Action: KG

ACCOUNTS

To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 8" June 2026 and approve payments. It was
proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Walker that the payments for EPC be
approved. Cllr White to approve the payments online. Action: HW.

To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 8" June 2026
and approve payments. It was proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr White that the
payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved. Cllr Palmer to approve the
payments online. Action: GP.

Approval of receipts and payments for EPC and SRC for 2025/2026 audit — The clerk
reported that this was an amalgamation of the monthly RFO’s reports. It was proposed by
ClIr Laval and seconded by Cllr Flowers that this be approved.

Approval of Annual Return — It was proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by ClIr Flowers
that this be approved.

Approval of Risk Assessment — It was proposed by ClIr Laval and seconded by Clir
Flowers that this be approved, as was the Clock tower risk assessment, Grit bin risk
assessment and Allotments risk assessment. Cllr Laval asked if the risk assessment for the
beacon lighting had been approved. The clerk to put this as an agenda item for the next
meeting. Action: KG

Approval of Fixed Asset Register — It was proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by ClIr
Flowers that this be approved.

Approval of Annual Governance Statement — It was proposed by Cllr Duncan and
seconded by Cllr Laval that this be approved and duly signed by the chair.

Approval of Accounting Statements - It was proposed by Cllr Duncan and seconded by
ClIr Laval that this be approved and duly signed by the chair.

Confirmation of Internal Auditor’s Report (with suggested proposals) and appointment
for 2026/2027 — Noted that there were no proposals from the internal auditor. It was
proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by ClIr Flowers that this be approved.
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Approval of PKF Littlejohn as external auditor and adoption of Notice of Public Rights
- It was proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by Cllr Flowers that this be approved.

Approval of Standing Orders - It was proposed by ClIr Laval and seconded by Cllr Flowers
that this be approved.

Approval of Financial Regulations — ClIr Laval asked if the SRC had adopted “best value”
with regard to spending. The clerk responded that the SRC were governed by the same
policies of the parish council but would check. Action: KG. It was proposed by ClIr Laval
and seconded by CllIr Flowers that the Financial Regulations be approved.

Approval of Information and Data Protection Policy - It was proposed by ClIr Laval and
seconded by Cllr Flowers that this be approved. Noted that this policy was quite dated. The
clerk to update. Action: KG

Approval of Internet Banking Policy - It was proposed by ClIr Laval and seconded by Clir
Flowers that this be approved. Noted that this policy was quite dated. The clerk to update.
Action: KG

CORRESPONDENCE - nothing to report.
PARISH RELATED MATTERS

Village publicity — Water quality of Ouse, School House Fund, 20mph speed limit, parking
on bends

ClIrs’ concerns — Overgrown vegetation on the pump field — the clerk to report. Action: KG.
Trees in Westpits overhanging parking bays — the clerk to report these to be cut back but not
removed. Action: KG. Parking on bends but noted not enforceable. Action: KG for Well
& Towers. High Street overhanging vegetation onto footpath. Action: KG to write to the
resident of 1 High Street.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council meeting on Monday 6™ July 2026 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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