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                            Emberton Parish Council  

       Minutes of Annual Meeting held in The Pavilion 

           Monday 11th May 2026 at 7pm 

Present:    

  Cllr Melanie Duncan – Chair  

  Cllr Harry White 

  Cllr Colin Jamieson 

  Cllr Paul Flowers 

  Cllr Angela Laval 

  Cllr Guy Palmer 

  Cllr Joe Walker 

   

  Mrs Karen Goss – Clerk and RFO  

 

  Ward Cllr Keith McLean  

 

  2 members of the public – part meeting 

 

Election of Chairman and Signing of Acceptance of Office – As no other members wished to be  

considered for election as Chair at that time, Cllr Duncan agreed to continue.   It was therefore proposed  

by Cllr Laval and seconded by Cllr Walker that Cllr Duncan be appointed Chair.  Cllr Duncan signed 

the Acceptance of Office. 

 

Welcome – Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 

Election of Vice Chairman – Cllr White stated that he was happy to continue as Vice Chair.  It was  

therefore, proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr Walker that Cllr White be appointed Vice  

Chair. 

 

Update of Register of Members’ Interests – All Cllrs updated their Register of Members’ Interests  

(where applicable).  The clerk to send Cllr Laval’s updated Register of Members’ Interest to MKCC.   

Action: KG 

 

Election of Parish Council representative to the Sports & Recreation Committee – Proposed by  

Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr White that Cllr Palmer be appointed on this committee. 

 

Election of Parish Council representative to the Sports & Social Club Committee – Proposed by  

Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr White that Cllr Flowers be appointed on this committee. 

 

Election of two Parish Council representatives to the Emberton Park Liaison User’s Group –  

Proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr Palmer that Cllr White and Cllr Laval be appointed on  

this committee. 

 

Nominate Parish Council representatives to attend Milton Keynes Council Meeting – Parishes  

Forum (Chair and Vice Chair) – Cllr Duncan and Cllr White to attend these meetings. 

 

Nominate Parish Council representative to attend North East Rural Community Forum – Cllr  
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Jamieson to attend this meeting and Cllr Laval appointed as a stand in for this meeting. 

 

To accept apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Peter Geary and  

David Tyler, and PCSO Jo Clarke. 

 

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17. 

Cllrs Flowers, Jamieson, Laval and Walker declared an interest in item 4.420 on the agenda.  

 

1.1 To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 13th April 2026.  

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th April 2026 were signed by the Chair. 

 

1.2  Public questions – Mr Trevor Roberts took the floor and spoke regarding a previous  

 application for outline planning at Acorn Nurseries in 2023 as he was aware that the current 

 owners had sold the site, he believed, to a construction company.  During the previous process, 

 MKCC had raised a number of concerns which related to the local landscape and visual impact 

 of the proposal with regard to historical trees and hedgerows and suggested that they should 

 be protected with a TPO to prevent their removal.  Mr Roberts requested that the parish council 

 now made that request to MKCC.  Mr Roberts went on to state that the residents of Honey Hill 

 were concerned that the new owners of the site might remove the trees and hedgerows as they 

 might not be aware of the previous suggestions.   

 

 Cllr Flowers responded that he was going to raise this issue and stated that he was concerned 

 that the site might be used in the same way as a site in Sherington that was previously sold.  

 Following a short discussion, it was agreed that the clerk would write to MKCC’s tree officer 

 to request a TPO be put in place for the trees that were highlighted in the previous planning 

 application.  Action: KG 

 

1.3  Risk 

 

 Martyn’s Law – Noted that Martyn’s Law would come into effect in February 2027 but unsure  

 of the implications for the parish council until further advice was forthcoming. 

 

2.             TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION 

 

2.1  Ward Councillors’ Report – Ward Cllr McLean gave the following report:  Elections 7th 

 May  - Keith McLean, Peter Geary and David Tyler were elected for the Olney Ward.  

 Political make up of MKCC was 20 Liberal Democrats, 19 Labour, 12 Conservative and 9 

 Reform.  A decision would be made regarding leadership next week.  The Mayor of MKCC 

 had resigned  before his end of term.  Sherington – The environmental team sent out a letter 

 on the 30th April to advise that owners of a particular site there should not be building what 

 they are building.  New Towns – Cllr Duncan commented that the parish council had not been 

 formally notified of the ongoing New Towns consultation. Ward Cllr McLean responded that 

 the consultation may have been included in the weekly news.  The development had been 

 allocated by central government but the labour administration last year at MKCC 

 acknowledged the suggestion and said they would be interested in being one of the new towns.  

 New City Plan – This has gone to the examiner.  Prospect Place – Cllr Duncan raised the 

 issue of concern regarding the community orchard at Prospect Place and the works being 

 undertaken.  Ward Cllr McLean responded that if there was no planning permission in place, 

 this should be raised with enforcement. 
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2.2  Update from Thames Valley Police – Crime states for Emberton provided by PCSO Jo Clarke 

 for the period 15/4/26 to 6/5/26 were as follows: no crimes. Other incidents not crime related 

 were suspicious person seen outside nursery school and vehicle driving dangerously on A509. 

 

2.3  Dates for diaries – these were noted. 

 

2.4  Clerk’s Report 

 

2.1.17 Bridleway claim at Petsoe End – Update from MKCC as follows:  Everything is ready for 

 submission to the Planning Inspectorate; I am just awaiting some final information from our 

 applicant and also the landowner before I can complete the submission. I will provide you with 

 an update once this is received and I have sent all of the documents off. 

    

2.1.85 Potholes, Petsoe End – The clerk emailed Murray Woodburn, MKCC Highways on the 20th 

   April regarding pothole repair/repair to highways edge at Petsoe End and stated that   

   the areas that required repair have previously been affected by flooding which indicated  

   that drainage in this area needed investigating.  No response received. Cllr Duncan advised 

   that she would make a note of the location of the issues using “what3words” so this could be 

   reported again.  Action: MD/KG 

 

2.1.88 Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way – The clerk emailed National Grid on 

   the 20th April to ascertain when the contractor would return to complete pointing works.    

 

2.1.95  Milestone – Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.96 Dropped kerbs – This issue was raised by a resident using a mobility scooter and the lack of 

   dropped kerbs in Emberton.  The matter was raised in the March edition of the Well &  

   Towers asking for feedback from residents but none had been forthcoming.  Cllr Laval to  

   look further at this and provide Ward Cllr McLean with the details.  Action: AL 

 

3.6.15    Rat running and restricted access – Noted that the Sentinel equipment needed a higher   

   storage SD card.  Agreed to purchase.  Action: KG 

 

3.6.30 Allotments – Transfer – Brent Hill was arranging to register the transfer of the allotments at 

   the Land Registry.  The Clerk to contact Brent Hill regarding first registration of the playing  

   field with Land Registry. Action: KG 

 

    Grass cutting – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.68 Well at Petsoe End – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.118 Drain cover Olney Road (junction with Hulton Drive) – The clerk emailed Murray  

   Woodburn, MKCC Highways, on 20th April regarding the drain cover in Olney Road at  the 

   junction with Hulton Drive and advised that the drain hole cover had sunk into the highway 

   following recent flooding where the storm drain was overwhelmed, pushing the drain cover 

   up and causing the highway to break up.  The clerk also advised that Cllr Peter Geary had 

   stated that the drain was sewage and was part of a problem which stemmed from    

   outside the nursery in Olney Road; however, Highways have previously advised that there 

   were no funds for repairing/investigating the drains.  The clerk requested that this  be looked 

   at.  No response received. 
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3.6.122 Road bridge over Barrells Brook, between Threeways and the Chestnuts, Newton   

   Road, Emberton – This has been repaired.  The clerk emailed Murray Woodburn, MKCC 

   Highways on 20th April to thank him and enquired about permission to put up a sign  

   stating “Barrells Brook.” 

 
3.6.123 Crest for EPC – The clerk shared a draft of a crest for Emberton depicting the clock tower, 

   angel in the Church and the river.  Agreed to remove the angel and replace with the well.   

   Action: KG 

 

3.   SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS 

  

3.85 Emberton School (School House Fund) – Noted that an advert had appeared on the   

   Emberton Community Facebook page publicising the availability of the fund.  Agreed to   

   prepare a draft for Emberton Echo and ask residents to notify the parish council when they 

   had made an application.  Action: KG 

 

3.97 Sports & Recreation Committee – Cllr Palmer reported that the next meeting was at the 

   end of the month.  Noted that the trees overhanging the car park had been cut back. 

 

3.103 Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk – The clerk 

   requested an update from MKCC on the 2nd March.  No response received.   

 

3.113 Climate change – Nothing to report. 

 

3.118 New City Plan – This was now with the Examiner. 

 

3.125 Flooding and water management – maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower  

Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan –Cllr Duncan suggested setting up a site 

meeting with Owen Grove from MKCC to look at “leaky dams” for Petsoe End.  The clerk to 

contact OG.  Action: KG.   

  

3.131 New Towns Taskforce – Noted that all Cllrs opposed the proposed new town in MK.  Cllr 

Duncan to prepare a draft objection for circulation.  Action: KG 

 

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 

4.2 Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund – Update from Damon Fox, Philanthropy Manager 

   at MK Community Foundation as follows: I am reaching out to you as a Philanthropy   

   Manager at the MK Community Foundation to confirm our new MK Wind Farm Fund which 

   is available to take applications for local groups in 8 Parish Councils of which Emberton is 

   one of them.  Purpose: It is anticipated grants awarded from the Fund will align with at least 

   some of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) which the Foundation 

   aligns its grant making with. These include No Poverty (SDG#1), Good Health & Well-being 

   (SDG#3), Reduced Inequalities (SDG#10), Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG#11) 

   and Climate Action (SDG#13).  Wherever possible the grants made using Donations should 

   be related to renewable energy, but should applications of this nature not be forthcoming, the 

   Foundation can fund other types of projects in the Area of Benefit.  If you can share this with 
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   your local community and if you have anyone interested, please don't hesitate to ask them to 

   reach out to me. 

 

   The clerk reported that she had made an application to MK Community Foundation on behalf 

   of the ESSC but had not received a response. 

 

4.418 PLN/2026/0237 – Proposed garage conversion to habitable room including new window to 

front and double doors to rear, replacement of existing kitchen doors, side panels, rear hallway 

doors and fixed panel and window to en-suite at front (part retrospective) at 1 Home Farm 

Court – Noted that no conditions had been put on lighting as this did not form part of the 

application. 

 

4.419 PLN/2026/085 – Prior notification for demolition of x 1 disused stable building at 36 Gravel 

Walk – no objection but planning officer to ensure that there were no bats in the barn. 

 

4.420 PLN/2026/0817 – Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed re-roofing and associated works 

to the listed building at The Bell and Bear, 12 High Street – no objection.  (Members who had 

declared an interest took no part in this discussion.) 

 

4.421 PLN/2026/0879 – Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed siting of a mobile home at 36 

Paddock House – Gravel Walk – no objection. 

 

5. ACCOUNTS 

 

5.1 To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 11th May 2026 and approve payments. It was 

proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Palmer that the payments for EPC be approved.  

Cllr White to approve the payments online. Action: GP. 

 

 To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 11th May 2026 

and approve payments.  It was proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr White that the 

payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved.  Cllr Palmer to approve the 

payments online.  Action: GP.   

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

6.1 Email from resident regarding Acorn Nurseries – reported on previously. 

 

6.2 Email from resident regarding Prospect Place – Noted that there were some works taking 

place on land to the east of Prospect Place which was owned by SDC and being used as a 

community orchard for the benefit of the landowner.  The areas of concern were a) damage to 

the highway caused by construction vehicles, b) obstruction to the public rights of way, c) gate 

too high for permitted development, d) construction of hard standing.  Agreed to notify 

planning enforcement and send before and after photographs.  Action: KG 

 

7. PARISH RELATED MATTERS  

 

7.1 Village publicity – New Towns taskforce (on Echo), Acorn Nurseries (closing at end of July), 

Water quality of Ouse, School House Fund, condolences to the family of Andy McGrandle.  

 

7.2 Cllrs’ concerns – Noted that the 20mph speed limit was not on the agenda.  Action: KG.   
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8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the Annual 

parish council meeting on Monday 1st June 2026 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.27pm 

 
 


