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Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 9th February 2026 at 7pm

Cllr Melanie Duncan — Chair
Cllr Harry White

Cllr Paul Flowers

ClIr Angela Laval

ClIr Guy Palmer

Cllr Joe Walker

Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO

Welcome — Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Cllr Colin Jamieson.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — There were no declarations of interest.

1.2

2.

2.1

Public questions — No members of the public were present.
TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION

To receive a report on the 2024/2025 ESSC finances — Some background information was
provided as to the reason for discussing the issues on the agenda with it being noted that the
ESSC were looking at upgrading the heating system and electrics at the pavilion and before
doing so, wanted to understand whether the parish council had a vision for the pavilion and
field before committing to any large financial projects. The clerk shared the financial reports
of both the ESSC and SRC and the historical background of both committees was discussed
with it being noted that both committees used to hold meetings together and since 2019, the
committees had met separately. In 2019, the Playing Field Committee handed back the
responsibility of managing the field to the parish council, at which time, the name of the
committee changed to the Sports & Recreation Committee. A discussion took place as to why
both committees could not merge with the suggestion that the parish council could not hold an
alcohol licence. Post meeting note — The Licensing Act 2003 allows a parish council to hold
a premises licence for their village hall with it falling to a management committee to hold the
licence for the provision of alcohol. It was noted that the ESSC were breaking even with
income/expenditure and that the SRC were operating at a £3000 loss which was made up of
the maintenance grant from the parish council.

The maintenance of the playing field was spoken about; Cllr Laval advised that Turvey School
paid £380 per month to maintain their field. ClIr Flowers suggested contacting the Church as
they also relied on volunteers for their maintenance. It was noted that in the future, there might
not be volunteers coming forward to maintain the field and consideration would have to be
given as to what the field might look like if this was the case. Cllr White felt it would be helpful
to have a job description to understand all the work that was required. Cllrs discussed the
possibility of not having to maintain the field for sports such as football and cricket but there
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2.2

23

17

was still an element of maintaining the field/trees/car park. ClIr Duncan stated that she would
like to undertake some research into village halls and what was working. Action: MD.
Clirs generally believed that residents felt that they were subsidising sports team whose
members were not living in Emberton, but the pavilion was being used by local people.

To receive a report on the 2026/2027 SRC maintenance grant — Reported on above.

To discuss and agree on the parish council’s vision for the future of the pavilion and
playing field — Following the discussions, it was agreed that at the present time, there was no
consensus as to how the field and pavilion should be managed in the future apart from in its
present form. The clerk to send Cllrs, a copy of the deeds for the playing field and pavilion.
Action: KG.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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