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Emberton is peaceful during the day...

Lying close to a river crossing between
Northampton and Newport Pagnell, it may be
assumed that Emberton could have been a
settlement under considerable duress as ad hoc
clashes and requisitioning occurred in the
preamble to the Civil War Battle of Olney Bridge in
1643, where Parliamentary troops successfully
resisted an attempted Royalist advance. 

Mostly, however, Emberton seems to have been a
peaceful village making the most of the
opportunities of passing trade and good farmland.
Even enclosure, which met with concerted
resistance in other parts of the country seems to
have been quietly adopted despite being a
fundamental change of circumstances for rural
populations. A reason for this at Emberton may
have been the variety of alternative commercial or
light industrial opportunities available including
the local lacemaking tradition. 

The Kettering to Newport Pagnell Turnpike trust
was established in 1747, with the toll road passing
through Emberton and Olney. Accordingly, in the
C18th Emberton is likely to have profited from
passing stage coaches and other travellers using
the turnpike road. In 1865, construction began on
a railway line intended to link Newport Pagnell to
Northampton, via Olney. However, approximately
a decade later this scheme was abandoned,
leaving vestigial embankments and shallow
cuttings in the fields to the west. The last piece of
railway earthworks on the way to Olney can be
found in Emberton Park. Up to a dozen feet high, it
is now part of a children’s play area with a long
slide down its steep bank. 

Recent times have also had a considerable impact
on the historic character and appearance of the
village. In January 1967 the Milton Keynes New
Town Designation Order established what has now
become the most successful new city in the
country creating growth beyond expectation. In
1962, in response to increased car use, the
Newport Pagnell bypass which would remove
through traffic from Sherington and Emberton
began construction. 

 

The new city and supporting infrastructure
amount to a fundamental historic event for all
the old settlements in the locality, the impact of
which is still playing out. Local employment is still
present, but the draw of the new city means that
the village is peaceful during the day, with no
shops or commercial services regularly operating.
However, there is a strong village community,
frequent sports and social events which bring the
village together. The Bell and Bear Public House
and All Saints Church act as social hubs for
Emberton.

Land and property values have increased greatly,
encouraging investment in property and a
tendency to intensify land use by developing
garden plots or converting existing agricultural
buildings into homes. Indeed, farming activity is
much reduced in the village, with modernisation of
farming practices resulting in a reduction of
employees working in the sector. Allotments, and
some hobbyist activity, do remain. The former
village school is now a day nursery and pre-school.

Adaptions to existing buildings or the division of
existing plots, often for more housing, business
needs, or individual reasons, has led to some quite
pronounced variations in the village’s appearance.
This is exacerbated by modern fixes to older
houses and buildings. New and adaptive work,
although often of high quality, tend to use generic
designs and materials, which, if not managed, risks
intruding upon and weakening the distinctive local
character. 




















