
Company name: EMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL Date of risk assessment: May 2024

Activity/Element Hazards Identified Existing Controls Residual 

Risk Okay?

Additional Controls Required Residual 

Risk Okay?

Action by

1 Checking the beacon 

structure.

Possible loosening of surrounding soil or 

general degradation of beacon structure.

Verify structure is generally of a sound 

nature & able to withstand ladder 

erection, fire construction & lighting.

Beacon is positioned with 

consideration to distances from 

residential property, vegetation, trees 

and fields.

Grounds staff

2 Lighting the beacon - (see 

HM Gov Guidance for 

Beacon events for more 

details)

Burning embers effecting local residential 

property, vegetation, trees and fields.

Fire Service contacted

Person lighting beacon to use a lance 

lighter to light the main flame. This 

flame will then be used by safety 

volunteers to light the beacon. Lighting 

holes to be used for lighting at base of 

beacon.

Local residents informed of the time 

and date of the lighting event through 

publicity and social media.

Water supply established throughout 

the event.

All safety volunteers made aware of 

emergency water supply location.

Ensure area is cordoned off

Wind direction confirmed prior to 

the lighting of the beacon.

Prior to lighting briefed by safety 

staff, allow guest to practice prior 

to the main lighting.

Safety volunteers to monitor the 

effects on surrounding area.

Fire etinguisher and water buckets 

available for emergency use.

Ensue there are no flammable 

materials in the vicinity of the 

beacon

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

Risk assessment – Emberton Playing Fields Beacon
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Activity/Element Hazards Identified Existing Controls Residual 

Risk Okay?

Additional Controls Required Residual 

Risk Okay?

Action by

3 Spread of fire / Monitoring 

beacon

Anyone in the vicinity, members of 

public, visitors and staff – injury, burns, 

smoke inhalation

Beacon to be supervised at all times 

when lit. A fire extinguisher will be 

available.

Appoint a responsible person for 

the event. 

RP to be familiar and competent for 

the operation of lighting the 

beacon.

PPE (no flammable clothing) to be 

worn.

Responsible person to remain on 

site until beacon fire is extinguished

Fire Service 

Grounds staff 

Councillors 

Volunteers

4 Observing the event 

vegetation, trees and 

fields.

Injuries from falling debris from beacon. Safety staff on hand with implements. Safety volunteers to keep all 

members of public behind the 

dedicated barrier.

Councillors

Volunteers

5 Slips and trips Staff and visitors may be injured if they 

trip over objects or slip on ground.

There is a paved path at the entrances 

to the playing fields to alleviate 

mud/water laying.

Any cables to be covered to ensure no 

trip hazards

Any events held in evening – attendees 

are advised to bring torches.

Lighting to be maximised from the 

Pavilion and external lights

Grounds staff 

Clerk

Councillors

6 Vehicles Staff and visitors may be injured by 

vehicles

Parking is only permitted in the car 

park permitted 

Ensure signage is kept up to date 

regarding vehicular access

Grounds staff 

Councillors 

Volunteers

7 Gates and Fencing Staff and Visitors – cuts and entrapment 

of fingers

Inspect regularly for defects

Gates to be kept open when events 

taking place Safety fencing to be 

erected around beacon area

Marshalling during event to ensure 

safety fencing remains in place

Grounds staff 

Councillors 

Volunteers

8 Litter Collection Staff and Visitors - cuts Staff to wear appropriate PPE

Dispose of litter in appropriate 

containers 

Ensure staff have up to date PPE / 

hi -viz waistcoats 

Staff 
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9 General Health and Safety Police and Fire Service to be pre-

notified of the event.

First aiders on site along with first aid 

kit.

Mobile phones will be carried in the 

case of emergency

Mobile numbers to be circulated 

between Council staff/Councillors

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

First Aider

10 General

Supervision
Marshalls to be in place around the site 

during the event

Hi viz waistcoats to be provided to 

all marshalls

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

11 General

Lost children

Event held in enclosed field. Marshalls 

in hi-viz waistcoats will be identifiable 

and mobile phones to be used to 

convey messages. Gates to be locked 

down on reports of lost children.

Parents are responsible for

supervision of children

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

12

Emergency evacuation
Staff and spectators need to clear the 

site

Marshalls will supervise an orderly exit 

of the site using microphone to advise 

the public. The Parish Council will have 

details of the emergency services.

Mobile phones will be used to 

convey messages between 

Councillors and staff.

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

13

Hygiene –
Provision of toilets for staff and 

spectators

2 external toilets will be open as well as 

the toilets in the Pavilion.

Toilets to be lit when dark.

Regular checks to be maintained to 

ensure clean, hand soap and toilet rolls 

available.

Cleaning equipment and gloves to 

be provided

Council staff

Councillors

Volunteers

14
Extreme Weather Staff and spectators

In the event of extreme weather the 

event will be cancelled.
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15

Burns/spills from hot drinks 

/ refreshments
Injury to staff and spectators

Table erected behind servers to ensure 

hot water is not close to members of 

the public. 

Spills mopped up as soon as possible

Avoid provision for sale of hot 

drinks

Council staff

Councillors

16

Other venues that may 

impact events
Matters outside the Council's control

Local public house serving alcohol and 

soft drinks 

Public House to provide its own risk 

assessment and public liability 

insurance

Bell and Bear managers 

and Management 

Committee
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