Present:

Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 2" February 2026 at 7pm

CllIr Melanie Duncan — Chair
Cllr Harry White

Cllr Paul Flowers

ClIr Colin Jamieson

ClIr Angela Laval

ClIr Guy Palmer

Cllr Joe Walker

Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO
Ward CllIr Peter Geary

Residents: Sunita Yeomans, Crystal-Rose Yeomans, Jenny Washington,
Susan Phillips, Colin McGregor

Welcome — Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Keith McLean and
Debbie Whitworth, and PCSO Arlene Ormston.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17.

1.1

1.2

To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 5" January 2026.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 5™ January 2026 were signed by the Chair.

Public questions — Questions from the public related to flooding at Petsoe End in September
2024. Sunita Yeomans stated that building works had only just finished on her property some
15 months after the flooding. Jenny Washington was also out of her home for over six months.
Since then, residents have had a lot of conversations around the solutions that might help
reduce the risk of flooding, such as clearing out ditches and constructing flood defences on
individual properties. Sunita Yeomans presented her husband’s research into two strategic
solutions: (a) leaky dams in streams, where the dams are made of natural materials such as tree
trunks and branches, which allow the water to pass as usual in normal conditions but during
floods would slow the flow of water and (b) tree planting schemes which would use root
systems to stabilise soil. Sunita Yeomans provided case studies for these approaches. Costings
as follows; 1) Wick St Farm case study 28 leaky dams constructed for £2,160, 2) Snows
Farm Nature Reserve 15 leaky dams constructed for £6,500, 3) tree planting scheme at
Grisedale Valley £18,000. Leaky dams were a low-cost solution with a high benefit. Longer
term benefit would be a tree planting scheme. One resident stated that her property was not
itself flooded but she could not get out as the road was flooded. It was noted that some
flooding was caused by run off from the fields. During the September flooding, the water
was gushing at such a speed that it destroyed a garage wall. Sunita Yeomans confirmed that
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the water level in her property went from nothing to knee deep after only 8 minutes and
measures to slow this down would help.

Colin McGregor asked what the parish council was doing to help. Cllr Duncan replied that the
flooding was the most serious issue the parish council was currently dealing with. The parish
council had pushed for a s19 investigation into the September 2024 flooding to be carried out
by the MKCC Local Lead Flood Authority (the LLFA), as this helped to build a history of the
flooding which could lead to flood prevention measures and funding. Lavendon had a long
history of flooding and had recently received funding for flood alleviation. Emberton’s
flooding was on a smaller scale, but then smaller scale flood prevention could still help. The
parish council was committed to making records of all flood events in the parish and reporting
them to the LLFA. Flooding on the roads should be reported to Highways also. With regard
to surface water coming off farmland, the parish council was reminding landowners to keep
their ditches clear; blocked ditches could also be reported to the LLFA and to the Drainage
Board. The LLFA had an obligation to carry out further s19 flood investigations, if there was
internal flooding of at least five buildings in close proximity to each other, or if a building
flooded internally for a second time in a five year period. The previous s19 report undertaken
by the Local Lead Flood Authority had been disappointing, as it lacked detail and was
inaccurate. The parish council did not itself have funding available but could seek to budget
for this and also ask for grants from MKCC and other sources. Any funding would not be on
the same level as that of Lavendon. When there was flooding from farmland, farmers needed
to be made aware as well as the Drainage Board. Cllr Duncan explained that setting up a flood
group needed to be resident led but the parish council would be able to help with applying for
funding for equipment. Emberton PC were trying to learn from Lavendon and the clerk had
contacted Lavendon PC and provided Cllr Laval with the contact details of the ClIr looking at
the flood plan. Ward Cllr Geary commented that a resident had bollards outside their property
which were graduated every six inches, which were helpful to assess flooding depth.

Cllr Flowers reported that he had heard of leaky dams but did not know how much of the land
they took up and whose land they would be on. Ms Yeomans responded that the dams would
be in the waterways; a tree planting scheme was a much bigger project. Cllr Geary stated that
MKCC had a right to give landowners 7 days’ notice to install any project. He went on to state
that leaky dams were a good idea, but the contours of the land also needed to be looked at as
where there was a new basin, this could hold 100 times more flood water. Ms Yeomans
emphasised that it would be good for landowners to be brought on board with the project at an
early stage, rather than having solutions imposed on them as this would not be good for
neighbourly relations. ClIr Geary stated that the LLFA needed to acknowledge that there was
a problem with flooding in Emberton as the Section 19 report for Emberton was very poor. It
was noted that the LLFA did not come and speak to residents in Emberton after the flooding
or during the Section 19 investigation. Cllr Geary suggested that a catchment survey should
be undertaken to assess where on the streams the water could be held back. These surveys
were undertaken by MKCC. A discussion took place regarding requesting the Section 19
report to be re-drafted and residents consulted. ClIr Geary stated that residents would have to
push very hard to get a solution for the flooding and suggested contacting the LLFA (Sabina
Kupczyk) to ask for a site meeting at the two locations in Emberton that were affected by the
flooding (Petsoe End and the northern end of Olney Road). Cllr Duncan suggested to residents
that if they had further information which had not already been put forward, to send this to the
clerk. The residents present at the meeting agreed to become founder members of an Emberton
Flood Group.

The residents then left the meeting.
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Footpath outside pavilion — Cllr Laval had purchased a saltshaker to be used on the entrance
to the Pavilion in icy conditions.

Martyn’s Law — To be taken forward to the next meeting.
TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION

Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward Cllr Geary gave the following report: Budget -
Savings had now been made clear; 66 jobs will be cut at MKCC with 8 of these roles being in
highways. The budget would be increased by 4.99% this year. Elections - It was noted that
Debbie Whitworth would not be standing as ward councillor this year, but Peter Geary and
Keith McLean would be, with elections on the 7 May. Residents would be voting for three
people but there would be more political parties meaning that the ballot would take longer to
count.

Update from Thames Valley Police — PCSO Ormston’s statistics given in her absence for
the period 5/1/26 — 2/2/26 noted that there was a theft of a motorbike from a garden shed on
10" January (no trace) and theft of a motorbike from a residential property on the 15" January
(police attended, motorbike retrieved and investigations ongoing). Another incident, not crime
related, was a motor vehicle driving erratically on the A509 on the 28" January. Observations
were put out but the vehicle not located.

ESSC (13/1/26) — The clerk reported that a discussion focused on upgrading the central heating
system but acknowledged that some direction for a long-term plan was required from the parish
council before any funds were spent on large scale projects. The committee had a discussion
regarding increasing the number of solar panels on the building. Cllr Laval stated that she had
some information on funding and would send to the clerk. Action: AL.

It was agreed to gather some information from both committees regarding use of the building
and finances and set a date for the parish council meet to discuss. Action: KG

Dates for Diaries — These were noted. Agreed that the Annual Assembly should be held on
the 16" March and that refreshments should be offered, perhaps based on a glass of wine.

Clerk’s Report
Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Potholes, Petsoe End — The clerk suggested that the potholes were re-visited. Cllr Duncan
had taken some photographs and would send over the locations. Action: MD

Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way — The clerk wrote to

National Grid on the 7™ January to thank them for the work undertaken and fitting the
padlock and advising that there was still work outstanding on the stonework. Response
received from National Grid on the 8" January that they could confirm that they have
recently instructed a contractor to carry out additional works.

Overhanging tree, Petsoe End — The clerk emailed EUC on the 7" January regarding the
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overgrown hedge at the rear of the well at Petsoe. Response received that EUC’s tenant was
starting the process of hedge laying on the 16" January and overall, it should take around a
month (weather and traffic permitting). Noted that no works had been undertaken. The clerk
to chase this. Action: KG

Milestone — Cllr White had reported that the milestone near Newport Road on the A509 and
needed repair. Cllr White agreed to look further at this. Action: HW

Rat running and restricted access — Speedwatch team have access to Sentinel at the
beginning of February.

Allotments — Transfer — Nothing to report. The clerk to contact Brent Hill regarding
logging the transfer of the playing field with Land Registry. Action: KG

Grass cutting — Nothing to report.

Newton Road/Petsoe End (frequent collision issues) — Nothing to report. It was agreed to
remove this item from the agenda.

Well at Petsoe End — Awaiting response from EUC.
Drain cover Olney Road (junction with Hulton Drive) — Nothing to report.

Road bridge over Barrels Brook, between Threeways and the Chestnuts, Newton Road,
Emberton — The clerk reported the broken railings of the road bridge over Barrels Brook
between Threeways and The Chestnuts, Newton Road which had been replaced

with red plastic barriers, to MKCC highways on the 7! January. A response was received
from MKCC highways on the 13" January advising that this was made safe by Ringway and
passed over to the Structures Team for assessment. They have inspected and will be raising
works for a permanent repair and works will be done shortly.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS

Emberton Park — Nothing to report. Agreed to remove this item from the agenda as reports
for Emberton Park were covered under PLUG.

Emberton School (School House Fund) — ClIr Walker reported that the trust met at the end
of January and Noel Sibbald had agreed a meeting with him on the 24" February.

Sports & Recreation Committee — Reported on previously.

Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk — The clerk
reported that there were no objections received and the traffic order was made on the 10™
November. No dates had been provided for when the lining works would take place.
Climate change — Nothing to report (flooding discussed above).

New City Plan — Reported on under item 2.1.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
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Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan — Cllr Duncan commented that following an
email sent to Anglian Water, a response had been received as follows: “Following receipt of
your letter, we have reviewed our available operational data for the Harvey Drive pumping
station and the upstream sewer network. Our assessment of the DSV telemetry data/monitors
on the sewer network indicates that there are no excess flows entering the pumping station
under normal operating conditions. The system was performing within expected parameters,
and no abnormalities were identified in the network leading to the site.

However, during the extreme weather event in September 2024, the volume of rainfall
significantly exceeded the design capacity of the local drainage and sewer infrastructure. This
exceptional loading overwhelmed the pumping station despite its normal operational
performance. To mitigate the impact at the time, tanker support was deployed to help manage
and remove the unusually high incoming flows.

We are continuing to review the wider system performance in line with the recommendations
set out in the Section 19 report.”

It was agreed to contact the LLFA to arrange a site visit. Action: KG

Local Transport Plan (5) — It was noted that there were now some online sessions being held
to introduce the LTPS.

New Towns Taskforce — Nothing to report.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — Nothing to report

PLN/2025/2714 — Approval of details required by condition 10 (ecological enhancement
scheme) of permission ref. PLN/2025/2026 at Springside Pasture, Petsoe End — approved

ACCOUNTS

To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 2"! February 2026 and approve payments. It was
proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by ClIr Palmer that the payments for EPC be
approved. Cllr Walker to approve the payments online. Action: JW.

To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 2"d February
2026 and approve payments. It was proposed by Cllr White and seconded by ClIr Palmer
that the payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved. Cllr White to
approve the payments online. Action: HW.

Website — Cllr Duncan asked if there was a more up to date census that could be referred to
and suggested contact details and photographs of the councillors should be put on the
website. Action: KG

Clerk’s salary review — Agreed that the clerk’s salary review would be covered in an email.
Action: ALL. Cllr Duncan and Cllr Laval to undertake the clerk’s appraisal. Action: MD/
AL/KG

CORRESPONDENCE
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Consultation on Ousedale School admissions — It was noted that councillors agreed with the
criteria presented in the consultation. If Olney campus students met the academic criteria, they
were guaranteed a place at the Newport Pagnell Sixth form campus following their GCSEs, so
would not suffer from competition with additional students from the new development at
Newport Pagnell East.

PARISH RELATED MATTERS
Village publicity — Annual Assembly, flooding at Petsoe End

ClIrs’ concerns — ClIr Jamieson referred to the biodiversity online training session on the 5%
March. The clerk to register Cllr Jamieson. Action: KG. Cllr Walker commented that two
residents had approached him regarding reducing the speed in the village to 20mph. ClIr
Jamieson commented that Filgrave had a 20mph speed limit and it might be worth contacting
them for their SID data. Action: KG. Cllr Duncan commented on the potholes in the pavilion
car park. Cllr Palmer to take this back to the SRC. Action: GP. Cllr White reported that the
wall of a property in Stone Court was being repaired and the grit bin needed moving. Clir
White and Cllr Jamieson agreed to look at this. Action: HW/CW.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council meeting on Monday 2™¢ March 2026 at 7.15pm to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.43pm.
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