
 

 

1 

 

EMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

SPORTS & RECREATION COMMITTEE  

Minutes of Meeting held at The Pavilion on 

Friday 7th March 2025 at 6.30pm 
        

 

Present:  Simon Harris - Chairman 

   Michael Bath 

   Andy Letts 

   Dennis Letts 

   Guy Palmer (Parish Council Representative) 

   

   Karen Goss – Clerk and RFO  

 

To appoint a Chairman and Vice Chairman – Simon stated that he would agree to Chair 

the meeting. 

    

Apologies for absence – There were no apologies for absence.  The clerk reported that 

Norman Gillam had resigned and his previous dedication to the committee was noted.  

Agreed that the committee would think of an appropriate gift and notify the clerk.  Action: 

ALL  

 

Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda – There were no declarations of interest. 

 

1. Minutes of Meeting held on the 25th October 2024 – The Minutes of the meeting 

held on the 25th October 2024 were agreed and signed by the Chair.  

 

2. Football – Noted that the U14’s girls would have a choice of the junior or senior 

pitche for next season and a second team could be accommodated on the large pitch 

and a further junior team.  The clerk to advise Olney.  Action: KG.  It was agreed 

to increase the football fees for next season as follows: an additional £10 per team 

per season for Olney youth teams and £25 per team per season for Waterhall Stars. 

 

3. Cricket – It was noted that Wellingborough had given notice that this would be 

their last season at Emberton and that North Crawley, who had been on the waiting 

list for many years were playing at Great Linford.  North Crawley would advise in 

the next couple of weeks whether they wished to make the switch to Emberton.  

The next team to be offered the pitch would be Rising Stars.  It was agreed to keep 

the cricket fees the same for this season but an increase would occur in 2026 by £5 

per game for regular matches and £25 per game for a one-day sponsorship event. 

 

4. Tennis –Noted that the court had been sprayed and net replaced and Colour Court 

had done a good job and they had conducted themselves well.  The clerk to take this 

back to Colour Court.  Action: KG.   

 

5. ESSC update – Noted that the changing rooms project was no longer going ahead 

due to cost (estimate received in the sum of £75,000). The ESSC would be looking 

at replacing the heating and hot water system.   

 



 

 

2 

6. Risk Assessments – Guy reported that the parish council were trying to get all the 

risk assessments up to date.  The ones for the playing field hadn’t been done for 

quite a while and needing updating.  Michael stated that a regular check was 

undertaken on equipment prior to it being used and the field was inspected on a 

weekly basis for any work to be undertaken on trees.  There was a 3 monthly check 

list in hand and it was agreed that this needed to be updated to provide evidence of 

compliance.  The clerk to circulate the asset register so that the equipment listed 

could be included in the check.  Action: KG   

 

7. Field maintenance – Michael reported that the gang mower had been used for the 

first time and it worked very well.  Andy stated that more spraying signs were 

required.  A suggestion was raised of rerouting the footpath so that the public did 

not walk over the football pitches but noted that this was only a concern in the 

winter months.  Andy commented that a spreader for fertiliser would be beneficial 

and would help with wastage (£330).  Agreed that this would have to wait. 

 

8. To receive the receipts and payments account – This was noted. 

 

9. Committee concerns 

 

 Net – Andy reported that one of the cricket teams had asked for netting so that the 

balls did not get lost in the undergrowth behind the pavilion.  It was noted that this 

would not be easy as there wasn’t anything to attach a net to.  Agreed not to pursue.   

 

10. Date of next meeting – To be held on Friday 4th July 2025 at 6.30pm at The  

Pavilion. 

 

 The meeting closed at 7.33pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


