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Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 7™ April 2025 at 7pm

Present:
Cllr Melanie Duncan — Chair
Clir Paul Flowers
Clir Colin Jamieson
Cllr Angela Laval
Cllr Guy Palmer
Clir Joe Walker

Ward ClIr Keith McLean (part meeting)
Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO
Welcome — The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Cllr White, and Ward
Councillors Peter Geary and Debbie Whitworth.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17.

1.1 To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 17" March 2025.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 17" March 2025 were signed by the Chair.

1.2 Public questions — There were no members of the public present.
1.3 Risk — The clerk reported that the checklist for machinery for the playing field was in hand.
2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION
2.1 Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward Cllr McLean reported as follows:
Council tax bill — Increase in council tax bill by 4.99%.

MK Connect — A new contract was in place with slightly amended hours; up to 8pm Monday
to Saturday and no Sunday service. A complaint had been received from a lady in Ravenstone
who travelled regularly to Emberton stating that there was now a charge for some journeys
even with an older person’s card.

A509 — There would be a change to the Newport Pagnell East section of the A509 on the 8"
June 2025 and it would be opened completely on the 1% September 2025. A planning
application had been approved for the threshold for housing completion to be increased from
250 to 500 homes before infrastructure was put in place. Cllr Laval asked if there was a penalty
clause for developers’ delay in completing infrastructure to which Clir McLean responded that
there was not. ClIr Flowers asked that when the A509 was opened, would it be the old road to
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Junction 14. ClIr McLean responded that construction had not started on the road around the
back.

Green bins — Changes to the green bin system would start on the 12" May with additional
bins (up to 2 more) being charged at £55 each per year. If residents wanted an extra green bin,
they would be provided with the smaller 180 litre one.

New City Plan — The timetable for this had been put back, due in part to changes expected to
the National Planning Policy Framework. In the meantime, the New City Plan could already
have emerging plan status and was likely to be adopted in 2027.

Update from Thames Valley Police — Crime statistics between 16/3/25 and 7/4/25 were as
follows: Harassment x 1, Public order x 1, Theft (Emberton caravan park) x 1.

Dates for Diaries — These were noted. The clerk to ascertain whether the parish council’s
meeting with Chris Curtis MP on the 30" May was open to the public. Action: KG

Clerk’s Report
Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.
Residents parking — Hulton Drive — Nothing to report.

Damage to grass verge and kerbstones at farm entrance, West Lane — The

damage to the grass verge and kerbstones at the farm entrance in West Lane was reported to
MKCC and a response received stating that the issue was low priority and would be
monitored. It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

Potholes, Petsoe End — The clerk reported the potholes outside Hill Farm and further up the
lane. The clerk reported this to MKCC on the 18" March but a report had already been
submitted for repair. The clerk to ask highways if there was a schedule for repair. Action:
KG

Rat running and restricted access — Cllr Jamieson reported that he, along with a colleague
went to a training session at Astwood regarding Sentinel. Currently, a minimum of 3 people
were required for Speed Watch, but Sentinel only required one person. Sentinel recorded
the speed, vehicle registration number and recorded images. The data was stored on a sim
card, downloaded onto a laptop, and forwarded to TVP if necessary. The cost of Sentinel
was £3800 but the equipment was owned by TVP and shared amongst the villages. Ward
ClIr McLean suggested that the parish council waited to see the results and ensured that TVP
could process the data before considering purchasing one. It was noted that signage was still
necessary although this could be permanent. ClIr Jamieson commented that the rat running
was more of an issue than speeding cars but it was agreed that vehicles rat running were
generally trying to get through the village quickly and would be more likely to speed. Clir
Laval commented that cars were coming into the village early in the morning to drop
children at nursery and some appeared to be speeding.

Allotments — Nothing to report.

Grass cutting — Nothing to report.

26

Chairman’s signature Date



3.6.50

3.6.68

3.6.114

3.107

3.108

3.109

3.110

3.111

3.1

3.5

3.85

3.97

3.103

3.113

3.118

3.122

3.125

27

Litter warden — Nothing to report.

Well at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Steps in High Street (no 5) — Nothing to report.

Tree planting — The clerk stated that she had looked at the Woodland Trust and the
minimum number of trees being made available through a grant system was 30. The clerk
suggested that the budget could be looked at in the autumn to ascertain whether there were
any funds for purchasing a replacement tree for the High Street. Cllr Laval stated that she
would look to see if she had any information. Action: AL

West Lane flooding — Nothing to report.

Ivy on stone bus shelter — Working party to be arranged.

Potholes in Hulton Drive at junction with Olney Road — The clerk reported two potholes
at the junction with Olney Road and Hulton Drive to MKCC on 24" February. (Ref:
FS69033640478). These have been marked for repair as well as previously reported potholes
on Olney Road (northern end of village).

Loose kerbstone in High Street opposite Bell & Bear — The clerk reported that the Ward
Cllrs had agreed that although the kerbstone looked unsightly, it was not at investigatory
level. It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS

Emberton Park — Nothing to report.

Together We Can 2024 — It was noted that the Together We Can consultation document was
adopted in April 2025. It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

Emberton School (School House Fund) — Cllr Walker stated that he emailed Noel Sibbald
on the 26™ March but had not received a response but would chase again before the next
meeting. Action: JW

Sports & Recreation Committee — Cllr Palmer reported that no meeting had taken place.

Demand Responsive Transport (21 bus service) and double yellow lines — Nothing to
report.

Climate change — Nothing to report.
New City Plan — Reported on previously.

Milton Keynes Ward Boundary Review — It was agreed to remove this item from the
agenda as a response had been sent.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC’s role in flood management — The Chair reported that
she had tried to contact the MKLFA but was only able to leave a message. The clerk to email
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MKLFA to ascertain when the section 19 report would be available. Action: KG. In the
meantime, Cllr Laval would work on a flood plan for Emberton. Action: AL. Cllr Duncan
commented that the residents of one of the properties affected by flooding in Petsoe End had
contractors on their property undertaking work on the ground issues.

Community Governance Review 2025 — It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda
as a response had been sent.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — Nothing to report.

Hollington Wood management plan — It was agreed that the parish council were supportive
of the plan and a response should be sent to that effect. Action: KG

Previous applications

4.394

4.398

4.399

4.400

4.401

4.402

Tree planting at Prospect Place — Nothing to report. It was agreed to remove this item from
the agenda.

Turning low-yielding farmland into profit through BNG (Biodiversity Net Gain) — The
clerk reported that she had emailed Mr Soul but had not received a response but would try
contacting him again. Action: KG

ENF/2025/0001 — Rectory Farm, Newton Road, Emberton. Correspondence received
02/1/2025 alleging a breach of planning control at the above address had been lodged. Alleged
breach details: unauthorised erection of café/bar that is being used to hold events and open on
the weekend — pending

PLN/2025/0183 — Construction of micro energy storage facility at Verge at Olney Road by
Harvey Drive — permitted

PLN/2025/0195 — The crown reduction in height by 10m and reduction on the sides by up to
2 metres and prune branches away to give up to 2 metres clearance from the neighbouring
building of a Western Red Cedar (T1) at 6 Church Lane — approved

PLN/2025/0242 — Listed building consent for the proposed installation of full fibre broadband
including installation of fibre broadband box on front elevation and drill small hole for the
cable to feed into the house at 4 Gravel Walk — permitted

PLN/2025/0332 — Approval of details required by conditions 4 (sustainable construction), 5
(hard landscape works), 6 (soft landscape works), 10 (EV charging point) and 11 (superfast
broadband infrastructure) of permission ref. 23/02176/FUL at 34 Gravel Walk — pending

New applications

4.403

PLN/2025/0478 — Certificate of Lawfulness for the installation of a dormer window to side
elevation at 1 Harvey Drive. It was agreed to respond that there were no objections. Action:
KG
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PLN/2025/0447 — Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) seeking to amend window
arrangement and include a first-floor balcony to rear elevation (relating to permission ref.
23/02176/FUL The erection of one dwelling with attached single garage) at 34 Gravel Walk.
It was agreed to respond that there were no objections. Acton: KG

PLN/2025/0571 — The removal to ground level of Cherry (T1) at 6 Church Lane. The location
of this tree was queried as it appeared to be in the grounds of All Saints” Church. It was agreed
to respond that the parish council would be in agreement with the recommendations made by
MKCC’s tree officer regarding this application. Action: KG

ACCOUNTS

To receive the RFO’s Report for the 7" April 2025 and approve payments. It was
proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Clir Palmer that the payments be approved. Cllr
Walker to approve the payments online. Action: JW.

CORRESPONDENCE - Nothing to report.

Email received from resident in Olney Road regarding parking on verge — An email had
been received from a resident in Olney Road regarding parking on the verge and whether there
could be immovable bollards installed. It was suggested that planting a tree might be a better
option; the clerk to contact highways. Action: KG It was also noted that a resident in Olney
Road had parked partially over the footpath. The clerk to contact the resident concerned.
Action: KG

PARISH RELATED MATTERS

Village publicity — Parking around The Forge and The Institute, Green bins, MK Connect.
CllIrs’ concerns — CllIr Laval commented that her concern was parking which had previously
been discussed. ClIr Laval stated that the surface water in Olney Road was definitely better

but this was due to the weather.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING - The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council Annual meeting on Monday 19" May 2025 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.08pm.
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