Present:
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Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 3" February 2025 at 7pm
Clir Melanie Duncan — Chair
CllIr Harry White
Clir Paul Flowers

Cllr Guy Palmer
Cllr Joe Walker

Ward ClIr Keith McLean (part meeting)
Mr Philip Solt - resident

Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO

Welcome — The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Cllr Jamieson, Clir Laval, and Ward
Councillors Peter Geary and Debbie Whitworth.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17.

1.1

1.2

To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 6™ January 2025.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6™ January 2025 were signed by the Chair.

Public questions — As there was a member of the public present, it was agreed to take item
4.394 at this point, concerning the planting of a woodland and orchard at land adjoining
Prospect Place by a construction company called SDC in conjunction with the Forest of
Marston Vale Trust. Mr Solt commented in detail on the proposed planting and topography of
the field. The meeting then viewed a summary of the responses to the letters sent to residents
in Prospect Place and Newport Road describing SDC’s proposals. It was noted that generally
the residents were in favour of planting trees but that there were queries about potential
disruption to the residents’ parking during the planting process and also concerns that the
proposals were laying the ground for residential development on the wider site. A discussion
took place

with the following being noted:

- Planting woodland was good for sequestering carbon, but an orchard less so. An
orchard would be labour intensive to maintain.

- Sequestering carbon and planting an orchard were both advantages in submitting a
future application for residential development.

- The parish council had been told by the Forest of Marston Vale Trust that SDC owned
the site but Land Registry searches showed the land was still owned by the adjoining
farm. There was speculation on whether an option agreement was in place.

- Although the orchard had been described to the parish council as a “community
orchard”, the parish council had been told that SDC were not intending to grant rights
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1.3

2.1
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of access to the Emberton community or the wider public. Instead, only employees of
SDC would be entitled to use the orchard, with proposals for barbeques on the open
ground between the orchard and the highway. The meeting considered that the
proposals for using the land as a barbeque area seemed nonsensical, as staff events were
usually organised near a staff office, not halfway between staff offices, and where there
were toilets and not in an orchard; also, the parish council had been told there no plans
for a car park within the site and the lower part of the field was often wet.

- The application was an Environmental Impact Assessment, not a planning application,
as there was no change of planning use in planting a woodland or orchard on
agricultural land. Accordingly, the Environment Agency would be looking at the
impact on the landscape of afforestation, not taking into account any of the usual
planning factors. Using the land for recreational purposes however could require an
application for change of planning use in the future. A detailed discussion followed
regarding planning uses, the character and history of the field and the likely effect on
future planning decisions of the Emberton Neighbourhood Plan and the emerging New
City Plan.

In summary, the meeting considered that any development would be undertaken in an
incremental way and it would be very difficult to object at this point to the planting of trees,
even if the Parish Council wanted to do this, as the only grounds would be environmental ones.
The parish council agreed to support the planting of woodland for the sequestering of carbon,
but with caveats — the Parish Council would suggest that the orchard be replaced with more
woodland for the more effective sequestering of carbon and would ask for disruption to
residents’ parking during the planting process to be minimised.

It was noted that in general, the application seemed muddled as to what SDC were trying to
achieve and where sequestering carbon fitted in. It was agreed that the Chair and Clerk would
prepare a draft letter replying to the Forest of Marston Vale Trust to be circulated to councillors
for approval. The meeting would also consider writing directly to SDC to request information
on their long-term plans for the land. Action: MD/KG

Risk — A suggestion was made of providing grit/salt for the path outside the Pavilion. To take
this back to the ESSC/SRC. Action: PF/KG.

TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION

Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward Clir McLean reported as follows:-

SDC - Ward Cllr McLean commented that he was not aware of the approach from SDC
regarding the woodland and orchard at land by Prospect Place. The clerk to forward previous

communication on this subject. Action: KG

MK Connect — Noted that only one response had been received to the tender for the MK
Connect contract, but no information yet as to what the contractor was offering.

Household Waste — A decision was taken to implement the closure of 3 waste recycling
centres and build a new one. Ward Clirs McLean and Geary and several parish councils have
called in the decision. A mediation meeting will take place in the next couple of weeks.
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2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.1.17
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Olney Road flooding — One of the residents in Olney Road affected by the local flooding in
September 2024 had requested a meeting with MKCC highways. It was noted that during the
heavy rain fall, the water was running down Hulton Drive and missing a couple of drains in
Olney Road. The clerk to forward the emails from Anglian Water to Ward Cllrs McLean and
Geary. Action: KG

MKCC Budget — This will be decided on the 17" February. The Ward Clirs put in a bid for
flood protection for Lavendon.

Petsoe End Wind Farm Fund — A meeting was held on the 18" January attended by ClIr
White, Ward Cllrs Keith McLean and Peter Geary and the Emberton Parish Council clerk,
Karen Goss. Mike Hughes, the Chair of the PEWFF explained how the committee now
operated and stated that it was never set up for only representatives of parish and town councils
to attend. Harry White remained the only member of the committee that was formally
nominated by the parish council. The governance seemed reasonable and a report would be
produced in each February on the previous 12 months for parish and town councils to take to
their annual meetings.

A509 drainage — Cllr Duncan commented that Ringway were clearing the drains on the A509
close to the “ice” warning signs by Newport Road. Ward Cllr McLean responded that this was
an ongoing programme but the parish council could contact highways liaison and ask them
what the plans were for the drains on the A509 within the Emberton parish. Action: KG.

Update from Thames Valley Police — Crime statistics between 5/1/25 and 3/2/25 were as
follows: harassment of school child x 1. Other incidents not crime related were: suspect
vehicle driving out of Emberton dangerously x 1, RTC single car x 1.

Dates for Diaries — It was agreed to hold the March parish council meeting after the Annual
Assembly on the 17" March.

Make your council’s website work harder for you — online session 22/1/25 — ClIr Duncan

stated that there was emphasis on using parish council email addresses rather than personal
email addresses due to data protection. A discussion took place where it was noted that to
access the parish council emails, one had to log in. The clerk suggested setting up a What’sApp
group to advise councillors of important emails. Action: KG

Planning and council asset management — online session 28/1/25 — ClIr Duncan reported
that most of the session was not relevant but she had asked a question relating to the SDC
proposal.

Clerk’s Report

Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Update from MKCC as follows “We will

soon be looking to get in touch with some of the people that have provided evidence to go
over some further details of their usage. At the same time, | am now in a position to start
collating all of the information for submission to the Planning Inspectorate. This is a
significant undertaking, but I do believe we have everything in place now to begin that
process.”
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The clerk responded as follows: “Thank you for the update. It may be of interest to you that
the public notice (copy attached) has been removed from the gate and a "private, no right of
way" signage has replaced it.”

Residents parking — Hulton Drive — Nothing to report.

Manhole cover outside Stonepits House — The area around the manhole cover had been
marked for repair.

Rat running and restricted access — Nothing to report.
Allotments — Awaiting MKCC’s legal team to respond to EPC’s solicitor.
Grass cutting — Nothing to report.

Litter warden — MKCC have offered the services of a litter warden to enforce littering and
dog fouling. The clerk contacted environmental crime on the 10™" December to request a
visit to Emberton

Well at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.
Steps in High Street (no 5) — Nothing to report.

Tree planting — Photos and “what3words” locations of newly planted trees have been sent to
MKCC as requested by the tree officer, advising that one of the trees was dead.

West Lane flooding - Clir White reported that there was water running down

West Lane on the 5" January. Anglian Water attended and stated that action was with
MKCC as it was the storm drain. The clerk reported this under reference FS676409334 and
provided the information to Cllr Geary to follow up.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS
Emberton Park — Nothing to report.
Together We Can 2024 — Nothing to report.

Emberton School (School House Fund) — Clir Walker stated that he had been in
communication with Noel Sibbald to clarify the funds held by the VSF. As at September
2023 there was £58,436 held in Virgin Money and £20,000 in Friends Provident. However,
clarification needed to be sought as to whether the Friends Provident money was now in the
Virgin Money account, ie £78,000. Cllr Duncan commented that charities could be linked
but funds could not be merged. ClIr Walker stated that he was advised that he could view the
previous balance on the Charities Commission website but this was not the case so he would
go back to Noel Sibbald and ask for the accounts from 2019. ClIr Walker stated that he
seemed to be making progress and before any approach could be made to the Charities
Commission, a refusal of providing the accounts has had to have occurred.

Sports & Recreation Committee — Next meeting on the 71" March.

Demand Responsive Transport (21 bus service) and double yellow lines — The clerk
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contacted Rachel Munday who responded with an attached plan asking for its accuracy. The
clerk responded that the plan had previously been agreed by Councillors in July 2024.

MK Connect — Reported on previously.
Climate Change — Nothing to report.

New City Plan — CllIr Duncan asked if the government housing plan targets would mean an
increase in houses for the NCP? Ward Clir McLean responded that in fact, they may have
been reduced.

Milton Keynes Ward Boundary Review — Nothing to report.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC’s role in flood management — The Chair reported that
letters were sent to properties in Petsoe End that had been flooded, advising how they could
report this to Local Lead Flood Authority at MKCC (the LLFA) and since then the LLFA
had also sent letters to residents. Clir Duncan commented that MKCC had only received two
reports back so far from Petsoe End residents. It was noted that the LLFA had been to a
meeting with residents in Lavendon. Ward Cllr McLean responded that a public meeting had
been set up for Lavendon which would be attended by officers responsible for the
environment but this was not now taking place. Cllr Duncan stated that Emberton Parish
Council still needed to push for whatever help was available for flooding, whether input from
the LLFA or possibly from Chris Curtis MP - the Parish Council were trying to get Chris
Curtis MP to attend an Emberton meeting to which residents could be invited. Noted that
Cllr Laval was working on a flood plan for Emberton. Action: AL

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

General planning — Noted that the decisions to most of the outstanding planning applications
had been received. However, a resident had not been notified of the outcome of their planning
application but the parish council had.

Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — Cllr White reported that the ownership of the Wind
Farm was now a UK based company and it was now his intention to try and get the criteria of
the PEWFF widened so that some of the funds could be used for other community projects.

24/01791/TCA — The removal of T1 (Box Elder Maple), pruning of T2 (Box Elder Maple) and
reduce height to 6m and spread to 4m and pruning of T3 (Robina Frisia — false acacia) to
remove dead branches to prevent disease at The Barn, 4 Manor Court, Olney Road - consented

24/01807/TCA — The reduction in height by up to 1.5m and sides by up to 1m of 2x Copper
Beach trees (T1, T2), reduction in height by 3m and sides by 1.5m of Sorbus tree (T3) and
reduction in height by 1.5 and sides by 1m of Judas tree (T4) at 4 Gravel Walk - consented

24/01987/HOU - The erection of a single storey rear extension with roof lights replacing the
existing conservatory. The conversion of the garage into living accommodation with window
to replace the shutter and rear door to replace the window and associated alterations. New rear
balcony with railings at 4 stone court — permitted
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PLIN/2024/2224 —To remove to ground level T1 (Goat Willow) due to tree split at base posing
a high risk of failure. To reduce height by approx. 30-40%, equating to approx. 5m from height
of T2 (Western Red Cedar) due to proximity to neighbouring house (approx. 3m from trunk)
at All Saints’ Church, Church Lane — consented

PLN/2024/2254 — The erection of two storey front extension with two gable dormers and front
porch at Hill Farm, Petsoe End, Emberton — permitted

PLIN/2024/2498 — The erection of a micro-energy storage facility at Verge at Olney Road, by
Harvey Drive — pending

ENF/2024/0454 At Holcombe House, Olney Road — A site visit was carried out on 19/11/2024
along with the Council's Landscape Technical Officer. It was identified that several trees on
the site have been pruned and cut back which are identified in the site visit photos. The trees
on the site do not fall into the conservation area and the landscape technician was happy no
breach has occurred on these, and they have just been pruned back. One tree was identified
which is situated in the neighbouring property right on the boundary which overhangs into the
garden of the site originally reported. This tree and the neighbouring property are in a
conservation area which triggered further investigation of this tree.

It was identified that the tree which is on the boundary is an established Beech Tree,
evidence has also been documented of this tree being pruned for the overhanging branches
only which hang into the neighbouring property's grounds and garden. The works carried out
are not in a conservation area, but the tree itself does sit within the conservation area.

Tree planting at Prospect Place — Reported on previously.

PLIN/2024/2689 — Non material amendment seeking to change the panels to a smaller size and
increase the quantity to 20 panels and mounted in portrait configuration (relating to permission
ref 24/00054/HOU for the installation of flush PV panels into outbuilding slate roof) at West
Lane House, West Lane — approved

PLN/2024/2707 — Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) seeking to amend window
arrangement and include a first-floor balcony to rear elevation (relating to permission ref
23/02176/FUL the erection of one dwelling with single garage) at 34 Gravel Walk — pending

New applications

4.398

5.1

5.2

ENF/2025/0001 — Rectory Farm, Newton Road, Emberton. Correspondence received
02/1/2025 alleging a breach of planning control at the above address had been lodged. Alleged
breach details: unauthorised erection of café/bar that is being used to hold events and open on
the weekend — for information only.

ACCOUNTS

To receive the RFO’s Report for the 3" February 2025 and approve payments. It was
proposed by CllIr White and seconded by CllIr Walker that the payments be approved. Clir
White to approve the payments online. Action: HW.

Co-operative Bank — application for Sports & Recreation Committee — The clerk reported
that this had not been approved. It was agreed not to pursue this.
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7.1

7.2
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CORRESPONDENCE - Email received from resident regarding flooding. Agreed that this
could be forwarded to Ward Cllr McLean and some of the contents included in the Emberton
flood plan.

PARISH RELATED MATTERS
Village publicity — Annual Assembly, SDC Woodland and Orchard, dog fouling

Clirs’ concerns — Suggestion made for a litter bin on Newport Road where there was fly
tipping. Noted that there was also ivy on the stone bus shelter.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council meeting on Monday 17" March 2025 following the Annual Assembly at 7pm to be
held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.31pm.
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