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                            Emberton Parish Council  

             Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion 

           Monday 1st December 2025 at 7pm 

 

Present:    

  Cllr Melanie Duncan – Chair  

  Cllr Harry White 

  Cllr Angela Laval 

  Cllr Guy Palmer 

  Cllr Joe Walker 

 

  Mrs Karen Goss – Clerk and RFO    

 

 

Welcome – Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 

To accept apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Flowers, Cllr Jamieson and  

Ward Councillors Peter Geary, Keith McLean, Debbie Whitworth, and PCSO Arlene Ormston. 

 

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17.  Cllr 

Laval declared an interest in item 5.4. 

 

1.1 To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 3rd November 2025.  

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd November 2025 were signed by the Chair. 

 

1.2  Public questions –  No residents present. 

 

1.3  Risk – Grit bins – Cllr Duncan was thanked for clearing the ivy off the grit bin at Petsoe End.  

 The grit bin near the bus stop in Olney Road had been filled up.    

 

 Drain cover (Olney Road) – Cllr Laval commented that Anglian Water had been out to look  

 at the drain in Olney Road at the junction with Hulton Drive but it had not been repaired.  The 

 heavy rainfall on the 14th November had caused the drain cover to lift and had caused damage 

 to the highway.  The clerk commented that she had also reported this issue to MKCC. 

 

 Electric substation – Cllr Palmer reported that the gate post had been replaced and the wall  

 repaired but the gate which was previously locked, no longer had a padlock.  The clerk to take 

 this back to National Grid.  Action: KG 

 

 Martyn’s Law – Cllr Laval commented that she was waiting to receive further information on  

 this.  Action: AL. 

 

 Christmas tree – The clerk to send Mr Logsdail the necessary documentation to undertake a  

 risk assessment for the installation of the Christmas tree in front of the clock tower.  Action: 

 KG. 
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2.             TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION 

 

2.1  Ward Councillors’ Report – Ward Cllr McLean gave the following report in his absence: 

 There was a consultation being run by Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Fire Authority 

 relating to reducing the number of on-call fire engines and closing two fire stations, the latter 

 in Buckinghamshire. The consultation can be found at https://bucksfire.gov.uk – link from the 

 home page. The Ward Cllrs think this is wrong and urge people to make their representations 

 known by responding to the consultation which closes on 28th January 2026.  Cllrs agreed to  

 respond to this consultation, especially as development was now more focused on high rise 

 buildings.  The clerk to also share the consultation on Echo.  Action: KG  

 

 Another consultation related to the next Milton Keynes Local Plan. This consultation can be 

 found on the Milton Keynes City Council website, in the Consultations section. This 

 consultation seeks views regarding the latest and final draft Local Plan, known as the Reg 19 

 version; this consultation closes on 22nd December.   

 

 There was still no information about where the “New Town” would be located. 

 

 The Leader of Milton Keynes City Council, Pete Marland, has announced he will be stepping 

 down at next year’s local elections where all 60 seats will be contested. 

  

Both Peter and Keith proactively visited Olney Rd after the heavy rainfall in mid-November. 

Whilst there was more water than usual running down Olney Rd there did not seem to be any 

overflowing of drains. If we missed any flooding, please, let us know, and if it was reported, 

the reference number.  

  

Do any of the councillors know why traffic bollards have been placed on Newport Road and 

Prospect Place. Keith has asked Highways’ officers but has not received a response. 

  

In the field entrance at Newport Road and Prospect Place someone reported to Keith a large 

number of black sacks. Following a visit to the site Keith reported them to MKCC and 

Thames Valley Police as they may have been the debris from a cannabis factory. 

 

2.2  Update from Thames Valley Police –  PCSO Ormston’s statistics given in her absence for 

  the period 2/11/25 – 1/12/25 noted that there was one report of ASB (Antisocial behaviour) 

 between neighbours but the aggrieved was not engaging so no further action.  A road traffic 

 collision occurred involving one vehicle with no injuries.  A road traffic incident occurred 

 whereby a driver was driving erratically and dangerously on the A509.  A suspicious person 

 (possibly intoxicated) was trying to flag down vehicles on the A509.  Cllr Duncan suggested 

  that the parish council should keep a note of the traffic collisions/incidents that occurred in  

 Emberton.  Action: KG 

 

2.3 Meeting with Chris Curtis MP – Noted that Chris Curtis MP’s office had sent a response 

   which had been passed back to the resident. 

 

2.4 ESSC meeting (4/11/25) – A quote was being obtained to replace the damaged solar panels.  

    The chairman had agreed an action to look at regulations with ICO following the installation  

   of CCTV at the Pavilion.  Cllr Duncan asked whether ESSC paid tax on income.  The clerk to 

   raise this with the treasurer.  Action: KG 

 

2.5 SRC meeting (14/11/25) –  Cllr Palmer reported that fixtures for Emberton United FC had not  

https://bucksfire.gov.uk/


77 
 

 

 Chairman’s signature Date 
77 

   been forthcoming and the groundsman was going to speak to the league regarding this.  The  

   fencing around the tennis court needed replacing; after receiving an estimate of £4300    

     plus VAT, the SRC agreed to have it repaired.  A discussion took place regarding the hire of  

   the tennis court with hirers paying a yearly subscription and being issued a code to access the  

   court.  Cllr Laval agreed that she would contact Olney Tennis Club as they used a similar  

   system.  Action: AL.  It was noted that one of the gate posts at the playing field end of Alison  

   Fraser Walk was damaged and would eventually need replacing.  A quotation to repair the gate  

   post in the main car park was being sought. 

 

2.6 Dates for Diaries – These were noted.   

 

2.7 Clerk’s Report 

 

2.1.17 Bridleway claim at Petsoe End –  Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.85 Potholes, Petsoe End – The clerk reported that the online system showed several jobs   

   awaiting repair for Petsoe End. 

 

2.1.86 40mph/50mph speed limit sign on A509 – The clerk reported the fallen 40mph/50mph sign  

      on the A509 to MKCC on the 25th June under reference FS725927908.  The clerk to follow  

    this up.  Action: KG 

 

2.1.87 Hedge overhanging footpath in Newport Road – Cllr Jamieson to check this and report 

   back to the clerk.  Action: CJ. 

 

2.1.88 Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way – Reported on under item 1.3. 

 

2.1.89 Overhanging tree, Petsoe End – The clerk emailed EUC on the 6th November regarding the  

   overgrown hedge at the rear of the well at Petsoe End.  Response received that EUC were 

   taking a contractor to site to provide a quotation to undertake the hedge cutting on a regular 

   basis and would advise once the work had been agreed. 

 

2.1.90 Dislodged blue brick on footpath (11 Olney Road) – Cllr Laval has provided two  

   photographs of the dislodged brick; the clerk to report this to  MKCC. Action: KG.  

 

3.6.15 Rat running and restricted access – Nothing to report.  The clerk reported that some  

     statistics had been provided for enforcement of the residents parking scheme and yellow lines 

   in Olney Road and Hulton Drive.  The clerk to forward to councillors and share the details on  

   Echo.  Action: KG 

 

3.6.17 Clock tower planters – Funds had been set aside in the budget to remove the clock tower  

     planters once they were beyond repair. 

 

3.6.30 Allotments – Transfer – Noted that the transfer had been returned and Brent Hill would  

     proceed once his invoice had been settled. 

 

    Grass cutting – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.63 Newton Road/Petsoe End (frequent collision issues) – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.68 Well at Petsoe End –  The clerk contacted Steve Todd Stonemasons, Northampton who  
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   advised that they were working on Olney Church and would look at the well.  Steve Todd  

   responded on 11th November and advised that to bring the well back to a sound structure  

   would cost £1600 excluding VAT.  A second quotation was awaited from Northampton    

   Stonemasons.  The clerk to look at grants to repair the well.  Action: KG. 

 

3.6.117 Parking on verge (Olney Road) – Email received from Rachel Munday on the 30th October   

   advising that white lining had taken place in Olney Road and faded yellow lines should be 

   reported.  The clerk reported these on 31st October under reference FS761579279.  MKCC 

   has now advised that the issues raised do not meet the criteria for repair.  It was agreed to  

   remove this item from the agenda. 

 

3.   SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS 

 

3.1 Emberton Park – Nothing to report. 

  

3.85 Emberton School (School House Fund) – Cllr Walker reported that he had contacted Noel  

   Sibbald twice and was awaiting a response.  Cllr Walker had spoken to Andy McGrandle  

   who advised that he could possibly have more information.  Cllr Walker had also been in  

   touch with  Andy Harris at EUC to ascertain the criteria for grants they provided and how 

   the funding was advertised. 

  

3.97 Sports & Recreation Committee – Reported on previously. 

 

3.103 Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk – The clerk 

   reported that there were no objections received and the traffic order was made on the 10th  

     November.  No dates had been provided for when the lining works would take place. 

 

3.113 Climate change – nothing to report. 

 

3.118 New City Plan – Noted that Regulation 19 was now out for consultation until the 19th   

   December and comments should be made on the accuracy of the plan rather than the 

      contents.  It was agreed to respond that paragraph B.3 of the Open Countryside policy GS6 

   referred to policy CEA13 (drainage) and should be queried.  Also noted that there were   

   inaccuracies in labelling of the policies map.  Action: KG 

 

3.125 Flooding and water management – maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower  

Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan – Cllr Laval referred to the flood investigation 

report undertaken by MKCC.  Cllr Duncan responded that MKCC had concluded that the 

pumping station had been overloaded by flood water so it should be down to Anglian Water to 

make improvements.  The flood investigation report was not very helpful for residents in 

Petose End as MKCC’s advice was general and provided no detailed solutions.  A discussion 

took place whether any residents had volunteered to become a flood warden.  The clerk 

reported that no responses had been received.  Agreed that the clerk should contact Lavendon 

Parish Council to ask for advice regarding setting up a flood group.  Action: KG. 

 

3.130 Local Transport Plan (5) – Noted that this would be coming forward for consultation. 

 

3.131 New Towns Taskforce – Cllr Walker reported that he had listened to the New Towns 

Stakeholder video conference but there had not been any clues as to the location of 

development.  The discussions were very much focused on CMK. 
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4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 

4.2 Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund – Nothing to report. 

 

4.412 PLN/2025/2026 – Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and erection of a replacement/ self-

build dwellinghouse and double detached garage and frontage wall and gates (part 

retrospective) at Springside Pasture, Petsoe End – pending 

 

4.413 PLN/2025/2129 – The re-pollarding of Weeping Willow tree from approx. 10m tall to approx. 

6m at Mounts House, West Lane – approves 

 

4.414 PLN/2025/2209 – Certificate of lawfulness for proposed siting of a mobile home for use 

ancillary to the main dwelling at Paddock House, 36 Gravel Walk – pending.  Cllr White 

stated that a resident had queried whether there were bats in the barn.  The clerk to ask the case 

officer whether this had been investigated.  Action: KG 

 

New applications 

 

4.415 PLN/2025/2188 – Removal of a Sycamore tree at 16 High Street.  The clerk to respond that 

the parish council would agree with the recommendations made by MKCC’s tree officer 

regarding this application.  Action: KG 

 

4.416 PLN/2025/2304 – Reduction in height from 5m to 4m and pruning by 0.5m-1m all round of 

Cherry (T1) at Church House, West Lane.  The clerk to respond that the parish council would 

agree with the recommendations made by MKCC’s tree officer regarding this application.  

Action: KG 

 

5. ACCOUNTS 

 

5.1 To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 1st December 2025 and approve payments. It was 

proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Palmer that the payments for EPC be approved.  

Cllr White to approve the payments online. Action: HW. 

 

 To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 1st December 

2025 and approve payments.  It was proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr White 

that the payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved.  Cllr Palmer to 

approve the payments online.  Action: GP.   

 

5.2 Website – The clerk confirmed that the process of changing to a new website provider was 

in hand.  The clerk to ascertain progress.  Action: KG. 

 

5.3 Clerk’s salary review – Cllr Duncan reported that the clerk’s salary needed to be reviewed 

before finalising EPC’s budget for the next year but after NALC had published their new pay 

scales.  Cllr Duncan suggested that, when a salary review was due, the meeting should at the 

same time be given written confirmation of the position on National Insurance and pension, 

and the implications of a pay rise on these, together with a forecast of hours to be worked in 

the next financial year.  It was agreed that an appraisal for the clerk should also be 

undertaken, and the last appraisal written up.  MD to write up the last appraisal.  Cllr Laval to 

produce the new forms and liaise with Cllr Duncan and the clerk.  Action: AL/MD. 

 

5.4 To discuss grant applications received from community groups:- 
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 Well & Towers – It was proposed by Cllr Duncan and seconded by Cllr White that the grant 

application from the Well & Towers be approved in the sum of £750.00. 

 

 Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – It was proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by Cllr 

Walker that the grant application received for the Senior Citizen’s Christmas lunch be 

approved in the sum of £250.00. 

 

 Sports & Recreation Committee – Cllr Palmer presented the maintenance grant from the 

Sports & Recreation Committee and advised the parish council that the SRC wished to build 

up a contingency for the purchase of large items such as a roller for the cricket square.  The 

SRC were now at the stage where the income was at its maximum.  Cllr Palmer suggested 

that both the SRC and ESSC sat down to discuss what was required from the playing field 

and Pavilion.  Cllr Palmer advised that the maintenance grant application in the sum of 

£3,018 was the same as the previous year.  It was proposed by Cllr Laval and seconded by 

Cllr Walker that the grant application from the SRC be approved in the sum of £3,018.00. 

 

5.5 Draft budget – The clerk presented the draft budget for 2026/2027.  It was agreed to find out 

what the insurance premium would be following the transfer of the allotments from MKCC 

to the parish council.  Action: KG.  It was agreed to revise the budget to show the approved 

grant applications from community groups for the next meeting.  Action: KG.  Cllr Laval 

thanked the clerk for her work on the budget.  Cllr Palmer was thanked for his input into the 

maintenance grant for the Sports & Recreation Committee. 

  

6. CORRESPONDENCE  

 

7. PARISH RELATED MATTERS  

 

7.1 Village publicity – No Well & Towers for January. 

 

7.2 Cllrs’ concerns – Cllr Laval commented that she was going to report leaves on the footpath 

but noted that they had been cleared.  A question was raised whether mobility scooters were 

permitted to use the footpaths.  The clerk to ascertain.  Action: KG  

 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish 

council meeting on Monday 5th January 2026 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 


