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                            Emberton Parish Council  

             Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion 

           Monday 6th October 2025 at 7pm 

 

Present:    

  Cllr Melanie Duncan - Chair 

  Cllr Harry White 

  Cllr Paul Flowers 

  Cllr Colin Jamieson 

  Cllr Angela Laval 

  Cllr Guy Palmer 

  Cllr Joe Walker 

 

  Mrs Karen Goss – Clerk and RFO 

 

  Ward Cllr Keith McLean 

 

Welcome – Councillor Duncan took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

To accept apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Peter Geary and  

Debbie Whitworth and PCSO Arlene Ormston. 

 

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Cllr Duncan declared an interest in items 2.1.17 and  

4.412. 

 

1.1 To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 1st September 2025.  

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st September 2025 were signed by the Vice Chair. 

 

1.2  Public questions –  No residents present. 

 

1.3  Risk – Grit bins – The clerk commented that the risk assessment for the grit bins was due  

 for renewal which would require the bins being inspected including the new one purchased for 

 Olney Road.  Action: GP. 

 

 Martyn’s Law – Cllr Laval reported that the guidance notes have yet to be issued.  The clerk 

 reported that SLCC were holding a free online seminar and she would pass the details to Cllr  

 Laval.  Action: KG. 

 

2.             TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION 

 

2.1 Ward Councillors’ Report – New town – Ward Cllr McLean reported that MK was  

   announced as one of the 12 areas that would be having a new town built but it was uncertain  

   whether it would be one of the three that would be fast tracked.  Some of the development  

   would be contained within the New City Plan but some of it would be new.  New City Plan –  

   A session will be held in November for parish and town councils, limited to 2 members per 

   parish.  The New City Plan would be determined in 2026.  Allotments – Ward Cllr McLean  

   reported that he contacted one of the officers in the legal department at MKCC and discovered  
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   that the lady dealing with the transfer had left the council and no one had advised Brent Hill.   

   A new solicitor within the council was now dealing with the transfer and was liaising with  

   Brent Hill.  Cllr Duncan commented that there were two terms of the transfer which still did  

   not reflect the agreed Heads of Terms: there was no general right to connect to new services, 

   including to electricity, and there was an unnecessary restriction on the size of allotment sheds.    

   The meeting decided to ask the Council’s new solicitor to reconsider these two points.  Wind  

   farm fund – The current wind farm committee had resigned due to differences of opinion with  

   the new owners of the Wind Farm, On Path, over appropriate future governance of the fund.   

   The chair of the Petsoe End Wind Farm Fund Committee had passed a cheque for the balance  

   of funds and all documentation held to the MKCC director of planning, which were then passed  

   to the MKCC Head of Legal and then to James Williamson at MKCC.  On Path’s representative  

   was in touch with the Olney Ward Councillors with regard to future administration of the fund.   

   A suggestion was made that the fund be administered by MK Community Foundation with On 

   Path paying for the administration costs of the fund.  The Olney Ward Councillors believed 

   this would be the best option with the governance being based around the S106 agreement and 

   the recipients of the fund would be those named on the agreement.  At the recent Clifton  

   Reynes and Newton Blossomville JPC meeting, the question was raised as to whether the 

   constraints of the fund could be reduced.  A509 works – Works on the bridge at Sherington 

   would start on the 13th October for 3 weeks but no times for the works had been provided.  

   Flood 19 investigation – Cllr Duncan asked if Ward Cllr McLean knew when the flood 19  

   investigation report would be issued.  Ward Cllr McLean did not have confirmation of this  

   date (the draft was currently being checked by senior officers) and suggested contacting     

   Nicholas Hannon. 

 

2.2 Update from Thames Valley Police –  PCSO Ormston report given in her absence was as  

   follows:  Crime figures 1/9/25 to 29/9/25 were as follows: 

 

  

Attempted burglary – males in rear garden, shining torches – dogs barked & 

scared males off 

19/09/2025 

 

 

2.3 ESSC (9/9/25) – Noted that CCTV had been installed and there was a maintenance issue with  

   the toilet being blocked. 

 

2.4 Parishes Forum (11/9/25) -  Cllr Duncan reported that she was unable to attend this meeting.   

   The clerk shared the presentations from the forum and it was agreed to share the update on the  

   MK University Hospital with residents.  Action: KG. 

 

2.5 SRC (19/9/25) – Cllr Palmer reported that the football teams for the coming season had been  

   Agreed: two youth teams from Olney and two adult teams.  A discussion took place regarding  

   the cricket team, Rising Stars, who wished to play at Emberton next year and the problems that  

   had occurred this season.  The Rising Stars were offered a contract with additional clauses  

   regarding the expected level of behaviour.  One of the grounds men raised two problems that  

   had arisen following the Church fete;  the issue of parking on the cricket square and fat spilt  

   from the BBQ on the grass.  These issues would be communicated to the fete committee. 

 

2.6 Dates for Diaries – These were noted.  The clerk to contact Chris Curtis’ office to ascertain  

   the format of the meeting on the 10th October and  ask whether it was open to Ward Cllrs.  

   Action: KG. 
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2.7 Clerk’s Report 

 

2.1.17 Bridleway claim at Petsoe End –  Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.24 Weed spraying – Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.85 Potholes, Petsoe End – The clerk emailed Murray Woodburn on the 13th May to seek advice  

   regarding the “depressions” in the highway at Petsoe End.  Response awaited. 

 

2.1.86 40mph/50mph speed limit sign on A509 – The clerk reported the fallen 40mph/50mph sign  

      on the A509 to MKCC on the 25th June under reference FS725927908. 

 

2.1.87 Hedge overhanging footpath in Newport Road – Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.88 Wall around electric substation, West Farm Way – Nothing to report. 

 

2.1.89 Overhanging tree, Petsoe End – The clerk reported this to MKCC on 26th August under  

    reference MKCC743995265.  Email received from rights of way as follows:  In response to 

   your report, I went out to look for the overhanging tree issue at Petsoe End yesterday along  

   Emberton FP8 and could not identify any particular tree issue there.  I was able to drive    

   along the lane to the very end (where the vehicle barrier is) without any trees encroaching.  I  

   took the following pictures there and it may be that the landowner has resolved the issue    

   already.  Otherwise, perhaps you can identify which trees were causing the problem. 

 

    Cllr Duncan responded that the resident had stated that the tree was catching on high sided  

   vehicles.  The clerk to go back to MKCC and advise.  Action: KG. 

 

2.1.90 Dislodged blue brick on footpath (11 Olney Road) – The clerk to report once Cllr Laval 

   was able to submit a photograph.  

 

3.6.15 Rat running and restricted access – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.17 Clock tower planters – To be carried forward to budget for 2026/2027. 

 

3.6.30 Allotments – Transfer - A discussion took place regarding the limitation on the shed size to 

   6’ x 6’ and not connecting to services.  Cllr Duncan to draft a response to Brent Hill.   

     Action: MD. 

 

    Grass cutting – Nothing to report. 

 

3.6.63 Newton Road/Petsoe End (frequent collision issues) – No feedback has been received. 

 

3.6.68 Well at Petsoe End –  A resident had again raised the matter of damage to the well at Petsoe  

    End involving cracking to the arch and walls of the well structure.  The clerk raised this with 

   MKCC Assets team on 27th August.  An email had been received from highways liaison on 

   the 16th September as follows:  Following a detailed investigation into the matter, I have   

   consulted with colleagues who have been working in Highways for a period of time   

   regarding the asset in question. It appears that concerns about this asset were previously   

   raised around 2020. 
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    I can confirm that the asset is located on Highway Adopted land. However, we found no  

   records or evidence indicating that MKCC Highways holds ownership of the asset. 

  

   Additionally, our Drainage Engineer has confirmed that this type of asset is not managed or 

   maintained, and it hasn’t been historically by MKCC Highways. 

  

   Therefore, unless the Parish can provide any records showing the MKCC Highways hold  

   responsibility for this asset, we are unable to assist any further. 

 

   The parish council would watch for suitable grant funding opportunities to carry out the    

   repairs. 

 

3.6.116 Potholes in Hulton Drive at junction with Olney Road – Nothing to report.  EPC was  

    advised that a highways inspector would look at the standard of the repairs to the potholes. 

   The clerk requested an update from Rachel Munday, highways on 27th August. 

 

3.6.117 Parking on verge (Olney Road) – Nothing to report.  EPC was advised that a  

   highways inspector would look at the faded double yellow lines in Olney Road.  The clerk 

   requested an update from Rachel Mundays, highways on 27th August. 

 

3.   SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS 

 

3.1 Emberton Park – Nothing to report. 

  

3.85 Emberton School (School House Fund) – Cllr Duncan stated that the parish council still  

   needed to find a copy of the Charity Commissioners’ Scheme dated 11th March 1998, which  

   appeared to show that the income could be spent rather than the capital. 

 

3.97 Sports & Recreation Committee – Reported on previously. 

 

3.103 Proposed Traffic Order 0449 for High Street, Olney Road, and Gravel Walk – Response 

   sent to this.  Consultation closed on the 12th September. 

 

3.107 Tree planting – To be carried forward to the budget for 2026/2027. 

 

3.113 Climate change – Noted that the storage battery for the solar panels at the pavilion had been  

     installed. 

 

3.118 New City Plan – Save the date changed to 5th November for update meeting. 

 

3.125 Flooding and water management – maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower  

Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC flood plan.  Cllr Laval presented the draft flood plan for 

Emberton, stating that the parish council or the new flood group needed to be prepared to be 

able to respond to flooding and to support residents; the flood plan could potentially identify a 

list of vulnerable residents in need of particular support; and there were organisations that 

would provide funding to help with flood prevention.  Cllr Duncan noted the LLFA recognised 

there was a problem with communication during the flooding of September 2024 as they only 

offered support during working hours.  As well as clearing ditches, it might be possible for 

retro sustainable drainage solutions to be found; in Stoke Goldington the flood risk had been 

addressed by constructing artificial mounds in the path of the flood water to create holding 

basins for the flood water.  Cllr Laval commented that the next stage would be to incorporate 
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the findings of the s19 report, once released, into the flood plan.  It was agreed that flood risk 

should be taken into consideration when discussing planning applications. 

 

3.128 Armed Forces Covenant – This was signed by the Chair.  The clerk to put this on the website.  

Action: KG 

 

3.129 MK Sustainability Strategy 2025-2050 – Response sent. 

 

3.130 Local Transport Plan (5) – Noted that this would be coming forward for consultation. 

 

3.131 Dog fouling PSPO renewal - The current rules about cleaning up after dogs (PSPO) will end 

in February 2026. Milton Keynes City Council plans to renew these rules to make sure people 

clean up straight away if their dog fouls in a public area. Consultation questions  

1. Should Milton Keynes City Council renew the Milton Keynes Public Space 

Protection Order No.2 2019 in relation to clearing up after a dog has fouled? 

2. Should Milton Keynes City Council consider further controls in relation to keeping 

dogs on leads, restricting the number of dogs a person can walk and banning dogs 

from certain areas?  

 It was agreed to respond “yes” to question 1 and “no” to question 2.  Action: KG. 

 

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 

4.2 Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund – Cllr Duncan thanked Cllr White for acting as the 

parish council representative on the wind farm community benefit fund committee. 

 

Previous applications 

 

4.409 PLN/2025/1651 – The pruning of encroaching branches to clear building by 1m of Holly (T1), 

the felling of Flowering Cherry tree and replacement with Prunus “The Bride” Flowering 

Cherry tree (T2) and the felling of Western Red Cedar (T3) at All Saints’ Church, Church Lane 

- approves consent   

 

4.410 PLN/2025/1502 – Certificate of Lawfulness for the replacement of the six frontage windows, 

frames, lintel coverings, and modern hood coverings on a like for like basis to the listed 

building at Bell & Bear, High Street – pending 

 

New applications 

 

4.411 PLN/2025/1842 – The reduction of heaviest branches by approximately 2 metres back to 

suitable growth points of silver birch (T1) at High Trees, West Lane - It was agreed to respond 

that the parish council would agree with the recommendations made by MKCC’s tree officer. 

The clerk to respond accordingly.  Action: KG. 

 

4.412 PLN/2025/2026 – Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and erection of a replacement/ self-

build dwellinghouse and double detached garage and frontage wall and gates (part 

retrospective) at Springside Pasture, Petsoe End.  It was agreed to respond to the application 

stating that there were no objections but the parish council would like to see conditions 

imposed regarding disruption and disturbance to neighbouring properties from construction 

and traffic and to state that any damage to Emmot’s well and the highway would need to be 

repaired.  The clerk to respond accordingly.  Action: KG. 
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5. ACCOUNTS 

 

5.1 To receive EPC’s RFO’s Report for the 6th October 2025 and approve payments. It was 

proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Jamieson that the payments for EPC be 

approved.  Cllr White to approve the payments online. Action: HW. 

 

 To receive EPC Sports & Recreation Committee RFO’s Report for the 6th October 2025 

and approve payments.  It was proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr Walker that the 

payments for EPC Sports & Recreation Committee be approved.  Cllr Palmer to approve the 

payments online.  Action: GP.   

 

5.2 Assertion 10 in the 2025/2026 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

– The clerk shared a brief from BMKALC regarding the introduction of Assertion 10 that 

would be relevant to the current financial year.  Assertion 10 brings together a series of 

expectations around digital, data and information governance. For example, part of Assertion 

10 focuses on the requirement for councils to have a generic email hosted on an authority-

owned domain (not a personal or free service). Their website will need to meet WCAG 2.2 

AA accessibility standards, and councils will need to have an IT policy that covers the secure 

and lawful use of digital devices within the council. Crucially, Assertion 10 also requires 

councils to confirm that they are complying with data protection legislation and the data 

protection principles.  The clerk reported that she had contacted Parish Online who were 

offering help with .gov email addresses and had been advised by the current website provider 

(It’seeze) that the parish council website met the WCAG 2.2 AA accessibility standards.  The 

clerk to forward the parish council’s data protection policy to Cllr Laval.  Action: KG. 

   

6. CORRESPONDENCE  

 

6.1 Letter from EUC – A letter had been received from Emberton United Charities stating that Mr 

Andy McGrandle will be standing down as a trustee, as of 20th November, having served since 

February 2019.  Mr Warwick Clarke has stood down as Chair but will continue as the PCC’s 

representative. Subject to the council’s agreement EUC would like to re-appointment Dr Judith 

Taylor for another 4-year term as a trustee. Judith will also take on the role of Chair.  

Councillors agreed to Dr Judith Taylor being appointed trustee for another 4-year term.  The 

clerk to respond accordingly.  Action: KG. 

 

7. PARISH RELATED MATTERS  

 

7.1 Village publicity – The clerk to put together a report for the Well & Towers.  Action: KG. 

 

7.2 Cllrs’ concerns – Cllr Flowers referred to the yellow bollards on Newport Road.  It was unsure 

why these were here. 

 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish 

council meeting on Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.13pm. 

 

 


