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Emberton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held in The Pavilion
Monday 6™ January 2025 at 7pm
ClIr Melanie Duncan — Chair
Cllr Paul Flowers
Cllr Harry White

Cllr Colin Jamieson
Cllr Angela Laval

Ward ClIr Peter Geary (part meeting)
PCSO Tilly Skippen (and colleague)

Mrs Karen Goss — Clerk and RFO

Welcome — The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

To accept apologies for absence — Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer, Cllr Walker, and Ward
Councillors Keith McLean and Debbie Whitworth.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda — Cllr Duncan declared an interest in item 2.1.17. In
the interests of transparency, Cllr Duncan also declared a connection although not a financial interest in
land at Hardmead submitted for consideration in the New City Plan.

1.1

1.2

1.3

2.1

To confirm the MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 9" December 2024.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 9" December 2024 were signed by the Chair.

Public questions — An email had been received from Fred Markland regarding updating the
Conservation Area Statement (under the Conservation Area Review) to show the correct date
of first construction of the bypass. The clerk to take this up with MKCC. Action: KG

Risk — It was noted that the volunteer putting up the Christmas tree had signed the risk
assessment prior to undertaking this. A suggestion was made of providing grit/salt for the path
outside the Pavilion. To take this back to the ESSC/SRC. Action: PF/KG. CllIr Laval reported
that she had some information on a product that might be suitable and would send this to the
clerk. Action: KG.

TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND AGREE ANY DECISIONS/ACTION
Ward Councillors’ Report — Ward ClIr Geary reported as follows:-

Ward Boundary Consultation — The sizes of the wards within Milton Keynes had become
inequitable given voter numbers. Therefore, the proposal was to increase the number of
MKCC ward councillors from 57 to 60 with three councillors per ward covering 10,600
residents (an increase of 600). Our ward would lose the MK East area under construction, but
would gain Stoke Goldington and Gayhurst. It was agreed to respond supporting the proposal
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2.2

2.3

2.4

2.1.17

90

that the original Moulsoe village remained within the Olney Ward and that the Olney Ward
should be renamed to something more applicable to the wider rural area such as the Ouse
Valley Ward. Action: KG

Closure of waste recycling facility at Newport Pagnell — The decision on closing the waste
recycling facility at Newport Pagnell for financial reasons would be made on the 14" January.
All waste would have to be taken to Old Wolverton.

Budget consultation - MKCC had overspent by £10m for the current financial year leading
to a4.99% increase in council tax. 60% of the council’s spend had been on adult and children’s
social care. One proposal that might affect Emberton residents was the introduction of a £55
yearly payment for a second green bin. Parking charges would be going up. MKCC were
looking at other Councils where services might be run “in house” and shared.

Government White Paper There was a government white paper on changes to local
government, involving replacing district councils with unitary authorities and devolving more
powers from government to local leaders and regional mayors, so services could run across
boundaries. Milton Keynes was already a unitary authority and would work with Bedford and
Luton, possibly the two Northamptonshire boroughs too.

West Lane and Olney Road — CllIr White reported that there was water running down West
Lane last night. Anglian Water attended and stated that action was with MKCC as it was the
storm drain. The clerk to report this and provide Cllr Geary with the reference number to
follow up. Action: KG. Cllr Laval commented that the “stream” was back in Olney Road
and would provide the clerk with more details. Action: AL ClIr Laval also commented on wet
leaves on the highway being a risk to drivers on the road towards N Blossomville

Cllr Duncan asked if there was an update on MK Connect. Ward Cllr Geary reported that a
new contract had gone out to tender which would commence in April and that the tender
process had not put forward a zonal system. There would be slightly reduced services. The
government would be franchising the buses, so the local authority would devise the bus
routes and then get MK Connect to feed into them. This would all be put out to tender at
once. The next two years would be difficult, but then there should be a more comprehensive
service.

Update from Thames Valley Police — Crime statistics between 10/12/24 and 5/1/25 were as
follows: criminal damage to a vehicle left unattended x 1. Other incidents not crime related —
vehicles potentially racing on A509 x 1. The meeting was attended by PCSO Tilly Skippen
and her colleague. PCSO Skippen reported that there had been sheds broken into in a few of
the villages and attempted break ins of vehicles. TVP had previously provided a newsletter on
Home Security Advice which had been shared with residents. The clerk suggested that PCSO
Skippen might wish to attend the Thursday coffee morning at All Saints” Church to reach out
to residents not on social media.

Dates for Diaries — These were noted. The clerk to provide Chris Curtis MP with the suggested
parish council meeting dates. Action: KG

Clerk’s Report

Bridleway claim at Petsoe End — Nothing to report. The clerk to request an update. Action:
KG
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Residents parking — Hulton Drive — Nothing to report.

Manhole cover outside Stonepits House — The area around the manhole cover had been
marked for repair.

Home Farm Court (lighting) — Agreed no further action but noted MKCC had not
responded. Agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

Leaves on footpath (West Lane) — The clerk reported the leaves on the West Lane footpath
on 12" November under reference MKCC661728729. Case closed by MKCC on 13"
November. Noted that this issue had improved and agreed to remove this item from the
agenda.

Leaves on footpath (Olney Road) — The clerk reported the leaves on the footpath of Olney
Road near Manor House on 12" November under reference MKCC661729789. Case closed
by MKCC on 13" November. Noted that this issue had improved and agreed to remove this
item from the agenda.

Rat running and restricted access — Nothing to report.

Allotments — Awaiting MKCC’s legal team to respond to EPC’s solicitor.

Grass cutting — Nothing to report.

Litter warden — The parish council had been approached by MKCC environmental crime to
advise that a litter warden service was available to parishes at no cost. It was agreed to
request a visit to Emberton by the litter warden who could also issue fixed penalty notices for
dog fouling. Action: KG.

Well at Petsoe End — Nothing to report.

Steps in High Street (no 5) — Nothing to report.

Tree planting — Photos and “what3words” locations of newly planted trees have been sent to
MKCC as requested by the tree officer, advising that one of the trees was dead.

SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS

Emberton Park — Nothing to report.

Together We Can 2024 — Nothing to report.

Emberton Neighbourhood Plan — It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda but to
ensure that all planning applications considered the policies contained within the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Emberton School (School House Fund) — Nothing to report.

Sports & Recreation Committee — Nothing to report.
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Demand Responsive Transport (21 bus service) and double yellow lines — The clerk
reported that a response was awaited from Paul Harrison regarding the double yellow lines
near the Bell & Bear. Ward ClIr Geary suggested contacting Rachel Munday. Action: KG.
CllIr Duncan asked if there was an update on MK Connect. Ward ClIr Geary reported that a
new contract had gone out to tender which would commence in April. The tender process
had not put forward a zonal system but there would be slightly reduced services. The
government would be franchising the buses in due course, so the local authority would then
devise the bus routes and get MK Connect to feed into them. This would all be put out to
tender at once. The next two years would be difficult, but then there should be a more
comprehensive service.

Climate Change — Nothing to report.
New City Plan — Nothing to report.
Milton Keynes Ward Boundary Review — Reported on previously.

Flooding and water management — maintenance of pumping station, flooding at lower
Petsoe End and Olney Road, EPC’s role in flood management — The Chair shared two
draft letters from the parish council regarding the flooding on the 22" September 2024; one
to the LLFA and the other to the residents of Petsoe End. It was agreed that these could be
sent and that residents would also receive a “2024 flooding update” newsletter from MKCC.
Action: KG/MD. CllIr Laval to have a look at the Ravenstone flood plan. Action: AL

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

General planning — It was noted that some of the comments to planning applications that had
been submitted by the parish council did not appear on the online portal and that some
applications were quite considerably past their determination date. The clerk to email Joanne
Payne. Action: KG

Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund — Meeting to be held on the 18" January.

24/01688/HOU — Erection of single storey porch extension to front, and the conversion of the
loft with associated alterations at Hartoft, West Lane - permitted

24/01791/TCA —The removal of T1 (Box Elder Maple), pruning of T2 (Box Elder Maple) and
reduce height to 6m and spread to 4m and pruning of T3 (Robina Frisia — false acacia) to
remove dead branches to prevent disease at The Barn, 4 Manor Court, Olney Road - pending

24/01807/TCA — The reduction in height by up to 1.5m and sides by up to 1m of 2x Copper
Beach trees (T1, T2), reduction in height by 3m and sides by 1.5m of Sorbus tree (T3) and
reduction in height by 1.5 and sides by 1m of Judas tree (T4) at 4 Gravel Walk - pending

24/01987/HOU - The erection of a single storey rear extension with roof lights replacing the
existing conservatory. The conversion of the garage into living accommodation with window
to replace the shutter and rear door to replace the window and associated alterations. New rear
balcony with railings at 4 stone court — pending

PLN/2024/2224 — To remove to ground level T1 (Goat Willow) due to tree split at base posing
a high risk of failure. To reduce height by approx. 30-40%, equating to approx. 5m from height
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of T2 (Western Red Cedar) due to proximity to neighbouring house (approx. 3m from trunk)
at All Saints’ Church, Church Lane — pending

PLN/2024/2254 — The erection of two storey front extension with two gable dormers and front
porch at Hill Farm, Petsoe End, Emberton — pending

PLN/2024/2314 — Demolition of existing pergola and the erection of a pergola to the rear at
19 High Street, Emberton — approved

PLIN/2024/2498 — The erection of a micro-energy storage facility at Verge at Olney Road, by
Harvey Drive — pending

ENF/2024/0454 At Holcombe House, Olney Road — for information only.
Tree planting at Prospect Place — Cllr Duncan shared a draft letter to be sent to residents of

Newport Road and Prospect Place. It was agreed that this could be sent and that Philip Solt
should also receive a copy. Action: KG/MD.

New applications

4.395

4.396

5.1

5.2

7.1

7.2

ENF/2024/0523 — Land to the west of Olney Bridge, Emberton. Correspondence received
18/12/24 alleging a breach of planning control at the above address. Description of alleged
breach: Unauthorised moveable structure on Little Goosey. Noted that this was not in
Emberton. The clerk to forward to Olney Town Council. Action: KG

PLN/2024/2689 — Non material amendment seeking to change the panels to a smaller size and
increase the quantity to 20 panels and mounted in portrait configuration (relating to permission
ref 24/00054/HOU for the installation of flush PV panels into outbuilding slate roof) at West
Lane House, West Lane. It was agreed that the change would mean that there would not be a
worse impact on the conservation area but that a condition should be included that there should
be minimal external lighting. The clerk to respond accordingly. Action: KG

ACCOUNTS

To receive the RFO’s Report for the 6™ January 2025 and approve payments. It was
proposed by Clir White and seconded by ClIr Jamieson that the payments be approved. Clir
White to approve the payments online. Action: HW.

Co-operative Bank — application for Sports & Recreation Committee — The clerk reported
that this was in hand.

CORRESPONDENCE - reported on under item 1.2.
PARISH RELATED MATTERS

Village publicity — Flooding update from Anglian Water, flooding at Petsoe, litter warden,
TVP report

Clirs’ concerns — Annual Assembly — agreed to go back to a reporting format although on a
smaller scale. The clerk to look at this. Action: KG
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING — The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the parish
council meeting on Monday 3™ February 2025 at 7pm to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 8.44pm.
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